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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Cultural Products Using the Bookcase Pattern of
Chaekgado in the Late Joseon Dynasty

Yoo, Heejeong

Korean Cultural Contents Major
Graduate School of Cultural
Industy and Arts

Sungshin University

The purpose of this paper was to explore the direction of use of cultural
products based on the patterns that appeared in the Chaekgado bookcase
drawings in the late Joseon Dynasty, and to discover and re-exam the
traditional elements of the Chaekgado. From September 1 to December 31,
2021, a case study was conducted on Internet sites and publications from the
National Palace Museum, the Gyeonggi Museum, the Seoul Craft Museum, the
Seoul Museum of History, the Yeoju Museum, and the San Francisco Asian
Art Museum.

The works for this study were limited first to those which were identified
in previous studies as the Chaekgado of the royal painter in the late Joseon
Dynasty, while also considering the composition of the Chaekgado, the types

of objects, and the application of Western painting techniques. The second
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selection criteria limited the study to works of the late Joseon dynasty in
which the pattern of the bookcase was clearly identifiable and relatively
well-preserved.

Based on these criteria, the Chaekgado drawn by Jang Han-jong(Gyeonggi
Museum), the octagonal Chaekgado(private collection), Hyeong-rok Lee
Chaekgado (private collection), and Eung-rok Lee Chaekgado(National
Museum of Korea) produced between the late 18th century and the late 19th
century based on these criteria, Lee Eung-rok Chaekgado(Asian Art Museum,
San Francisco, USA), Unhyeongung000573 Chaekgado(Seoul Museum of
History), Unhyeongung000574 Chaekgado(Seoul Museum of History), Jeonju
68671Chaekgado(Jeonju National Museum), Lee Taek-kyun Chaekgado(Seoul
Crafts  Museum), Gogung6499 Chaekgado(National = Palace  Museum),
Gogung6500  Chaekgado(National =~ Palace  Museum), = Dongwon 3322
Chaekgado(National Museum of Korea), Yeoju2039 Chaekgado(Yeoju Museum),
and the image of the bookcase(chaekgap) pattern data were collected.

As a method of analyzing the pattern of the bookcases of these 13
Chaekgados, first, the bookcases of the Chaekgado were limited to the
categories of the Pogap wrapped with paper and fabric, a Hwacheop that
wrapped the front and back covers of the bookcase, and the cylindrical
scroll book, Kwonchukjang. The bookcase patterns of Chaekgado were largely
classified into geometric patterns, artificial patterns, plant patterns, and
natural hydrological patterns, and then subdivided according to the images
included in each. Next, the number of Pogap , Hwacheop, and Kwonchukjang
and the frequency of appearance of patterns were counted for each

Chaekgado.
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First, the main study results showed that 247 (53.8%) of the bookcase
patterns were geometric patterns, the largest number of bookcase patterns in
13 Chaekgados. Diamond patterns were representative, and other ring
patterns, triangular patterns, and grid patterns were drawn alone or in
compound patterns. 125 plant patterns (27.2%) were confirmed. Most of them
are vine patterns, but they were in the form of filling a round circle with
vine patterns, and vine flower patterns with only vine patterns drawn in the
whole or with large and small flower patterns in between. In addition, there
were Four gracious plants, lotus flower patterns, and fruit patterns. 73 items
(15.9%) of the artificial patterns were identified, and it was expressed in
combination with a treasure pattern or a round vine pattern with
Ssangseogak, Pokbo, Jeonbo, Seobo, and Yeo. Finally, l4could patterns(3.1%
were) nature’s patterns.

Second, as a result of grasping the symbolic meaning of the representative
patterns in the bookcase of Chaekgado, the diamond pattern of the geometry
has a symbolic meaning of eternal light and hardness in relation to the
diamond being in the hardestamong the natural minerals. The vine pattern of
the plant pattern symbolized the strength of the vine, and the
chrysanthemum pattern of the Four gracious plants symbolized the principles
and incisions of the noble. Among the treasure patterns of artificial,
Ssangseogak showed multiple blessings and longevity, Seobo showed natural
blessings and government posts, Jeonbo showed treasure and wealth, Pokbo
showed sincerity, and Yeo showed auspiciousness. The cloud pattern of the
nature’s pattern symbolized the energy of ascension and sacredness.

Third, in the direction of using the bookcase pattern of Chaekgado in
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cultural products, a mock-up operation of applying the pattern to household
items was carried out, and the treasure pattern of the article was applied to
the filing cabinet of stationery and office supplies, business cards, fashion
and miscellaneous goods. The rhombic pattern and the vine pattern of the
plant pattern were included in the backpack or eco bag of the company, the
chrysanthemum pattern and the round vine pattern of the plant pattern and
the cloud pattern of the nature’s pattern were included in the mug of food
products.

In conclusion, the book cover pattern of Chaekgado in the late Joseon
Dynasty is a valuable cultural heritage that has been preserved historically.
In the future, it implies infinite possibilities for use in modern cultural

products.
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