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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Expression of the Surreal World in

Virtual Space

Jung, Sungjin
Public Art Major
Graduate School of

Cultural Industry and Arts

This study is a focus on my body of works with examination of the
process of analyzing urban space and reconstructing them in virtual space
with 3D computer graphics. The process of how the perception and atti—
tude towards space travel through the subconscious and are projected in
dreams is analyzed from the perspective of surrealist expression.

The buildings and structures that caught my eye were recorded with a
camera. While reviewing the collected data, I discovered the personal and
emotional image of Punctum. I attributed such deep sentiment to the psy-—
chological factors that arise between life in the city, the form of residence,
and the relationship between people and space. The memories and emotions
of the past locked inside the unconscious were liberated through dreams

and created a space of emotions. To construe such dream space, I adopted

_50_



the automatic technique method used by the surrealists, depaysement, and
Salvador Dali’s paranoid style of critique.

The process of interpreting urban space and constructing a surreal vir—-
tual world are classified into three stages, focusing on the motivation of
the work, the production process, and the effect of expression.

First, I set my attention to the buildings and structures that have a re-
lationship with myself, and I discover a personal place to record it. In the
process, the institutionalized space is viewed from an individual’s point of
view with an indifferent and unfamiliar gaze, which leads to discovering
the image of Punctum. The elements that create emotional images are ex-
amined, and using the method of depaysement, they escape their original
space and are rearranged in a new way.

Next, the rearranged image is converted into 3D graphic-based modeling
data in virtual space. In the process of converting the structure and space
into digital data, emotions and attitudes are combined and transferred to a
space of strange and illusionary dreams.

Finally, the components of virtual space are reconstructed into physical
pieces using a 3D printer. Virtual space is expressed in limited images and
videos because of the frames on the screen. However, sculpture needs a
new mise—-en-scene that considers the relationship with the audience in the
actual space. For this reason, I used lighting to emphasize the effects of
light and shadow.

The surreal world created in the virtual space has been realized as one
of unfamiliar and heterogeneous elements as those unnecessary from the

reality have been removed to express the unconscious world. The new
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virtual world has a complex personality by projecting my own desires and
emotions, and is revealed in a light, fluid, and unstable form with reality
to a reduced amount. Through my thesis, I explore the unconscious,
analyze reality from a different approach, and unravel the story of the

invisible city space.
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