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ABSTRACT

Research and Analysis on Paul Hindemith’s
<Sonata for Viola and Piano Op.11, No.4>

Min joung, Kim
Department of Collaborative Piano
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This paper mainly analyzes the traditional and modern techniques of
<Sonata for Viola and Piano Op.ll, No.4> by Paul Hindemith
(1895-1963), a representative composer of Neo-Classicalism.

Hindemith’s early works showed a tendency of Neo-Classism, influenced
by Johann Sebastian Bach’'s (1685-1750) counterpoint and develops tonal
polyphony in his works later on. These tendencies in Hindemith’s works
were shown in sonatas for viola, double bass, trumpet, horn and etc.
which were uncommon at the time, and <Sonata for Viola and Piano
Op.11, No.4> written in 1919 is characterized as Neo-Classic, combining
traditional form and modern technique.

This piece uses traditional forms of two-part form in the first

movement, variation form in the second movement, and sonata form in



the third movement while trying different configurations from the
classical sonata. The repetition, imitation, stretto (a form of canon), and
counterpoint (of fuga), appearing in each movement gives unity in the
development technique of the song and other than these traditional
techniques, Hindemith used modern techniques such as, frequent
modulation, altered chord due to alteration, destruction of tonality,
whole-tone scale, chromatic scale, and mode.

The first movement uses traditional element of two-part form which
appear both Romantic elements expressing momentary tone by frequent
transpose of the main melody and modern technique. Furthermore,
through the sub theme, fantasia, Hindemith expresses the baritone tone
of the viola with cadenza, not often used in classical sonatas. Each
variation shows character variation, a new melody irrelevant to the
theme, or plays the subject melody by counter line to show traits of
decorative variation.

The third movement is the coexistence of two independent types of
sonata form and variation form. The exposition plays the first theme,
passage, and the second theme according to the classical sonata form.
Without a codetta it leads to the development with variation V and VI
The wvariation of the development is the extension of the second
movement using the motive of the subject theme, however by using the
motive of the first theme of the exposition, shows a development from
the exposition. The recapitulation is played without a passage of the first
and second theme and leads to variation VII which is a coda.

As the above, Hindemith’s <Sonata for Viola and Piano Op.11, No.4> is



a combination work piece based on the traditional form, developed
motive of the main melody, and modern techniques of altered chord,
frequent modulation, destruction of tonality, mode, chromatic scale and

whole-tone scale.
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