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ABSTRACT

Characteristics and value of dance as a performing arts gyobang

Choi, Yun Sil
Department of Physical Education
Graduate School

Sungshin University

Today the meaning of Gyobangchum has lost its legitimacy and has
been passed down with tarnished meaning. Moreover most of dance
motions have been designated as Important Intangible Cultural Properties
of Korea without proper verification.

Certainly such phenomenon can been understood as movement to excavate
dance heritages based on history and tradition, but it should not be
overlooked that being bent on becoming cultural property may lead to losing
legitimacy.

In short, truth of history and tradition can be distorted varying on an
individual’s purpose of studies and this may cause confusion to existing
artists. Thus, we must not lose our own authenticity on the truth that has
been passed on to current generation.

This study i1s composed of Heungchung's lives focusig on

Heungcheongmu, which is one of our traditional dance, Gyobangchum. It
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is to discuss the possibility of Heungcheongmu as performance art and
its value through analysis of characteristics and essence.

In addition, the study was conducted by analyzing the Annals of the
Joseon Dynasty, Gyobang-gayo, Yeonsan gun Il-gee, Akhak gwebeom, and
other precedent studies on gibang culture and gyobangchum; and based
on kueon of 'Choondang’ Su-Ak Kim, 'Choonjung’ Ok-Nam Kang ,
"Yedang' Young-Hee You, 'Eundang’ Tae-Yeon Kim, 'Woodang' Sul-Ja
Park. Also, it has been studied through the writer’'s personal experience
of Gyobang chumsawi, movements of toes and arms, which are passed
down from Jinju-Gwonbun, and customs of Dongrae Gyobang.

However, I must concede that there is theoretical limit on drawing
objective results as the study is deducted from personal experience on
choreography of Heungchungmu. However, current ’theoretical limit’ 1s
displayed as a limit soely because it is reflecting today’s academia seeking
objectivity, thus it is not a theoretical limit upon studies of Heungchungmu.

Therefore, the purpose of this paper is a methodological attempt to
correctly succeed and develop the Gyobangchum tradition through academic
systemization of it. Looking at the feasibility of Gyobangchum as
performance art, the follwing reulsts were drawn.

First, feasiblity of Heungchungmu as performance art: performance is to
communicate directly with the audience, dancers interchange with audience
through their coreograhy based on story. Especially for Heungchungmu
performance, it is crucial to enable audience to understand and sympathize
the historical background and events of Chosun, and also have them actively
participate in the performance.

Second, utilization of human entity through Heungchungmu: Heungchungmu
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performance art seeks interchange of emotions between dancers and viewers
In a common space, on the premises of cognition of human entity.
Performance should strive to continuing vitality of performance, focusing on
the fact that the space is instant and every performance is an one-time
event.

Third, an individual’s creative activity and collective form through
Heungchungmu: although Heungchungmu is an piece upon creation, it cannot
be completed by an individual’s composition and effort. It is completed as a
synthetic art with overall efforts of director and other expertises in stage
manager, lighting, sound, clothing, makeup, set and so on, before the piece is
performed on stage.

Fourth, provision of sensible experience through Heungchungmu:
performance art provides a strong sensible experience in a sense that artists
and audience exist in the same space at the same time. When performing
Heungchungmu, artists must let the audience feel emotions such as grief,
happiness and authority.

Fifth, sense of realism of Heungchungmu performance: when curtain drops,
the complete form of Heungchungmu performance vanishes. But, script,
program, comments and audience’s memory remains. On performance art
characteristic, errors made during shows cannot be modified, and remains in
the viewers’ memory. Thus, it is important to minimize mistakes and
performance art is completed at last, with contact with the audience.
Performance art is an art that is achieved at the instant psychological and
spiritual interchange between performers and viewers.

Sixth, tradition and legitimacy of Heungchungmu: it would not have been

possible to find traditional dance that has been developed and passed on
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without the convergence of tradition and modernity in contemporary society. I
realized keenly that in excavating and reproducing Heungchungmu, legitimacy
of traditional chumsawi should not be ignored.

Seventh, aesthetic value inherent in Heungchungmu: inherent aesthetic
values in Heungchungmu are beauty of improvisation, formaility, moderation,
rythmn and clothing. This brings forward the validity of Heungchungmu as a
performance art.

Lastly, as a result of performing Korean traditional chumsawi with
legitimacy in terms of excavating and reproducing our traditional dance, it
was possible to develop bond of sympathy in a sense that Heungchungmu
performance satisfies aesthetic and spiritual desire of audience. Also, it was
found that Heungchungmu is a synthetic art piece composed of combination of
choreographer’s creativity, stage, lighting, rhythm, sound and images.
Moreover, such attempts can be futuristic value in maintaining and preserving
an ethnicity’'s independent individuality. This implies that the past should be
studied and developed reflecting the current trends and preserving the original,

instead of reenacting it as it is.
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