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ABSTRACT

A Study on the 'Shashin Geijutsu’ Theory of
Fukuhara Shinzo and Its Works

Lee, Seung Do
Department of Art History
The Graduate School
Sung-shin University

Supervised by Professor Lee, Bo-yeon

This paper aims to research the theory and works of ’Shashin
Geijutsu(photography art)’ by Shinzo Fukuhara(18383-1948) holding an
important position in the world of Japanese photography from the early
1920s to the middle 1940s.

As a photographer with remarkable achievements by establishing his
own theory of photography called 'The Light with its Harmony' for the
first time in Japan, Shinzo Fukuhara is also a recognized entrepreneur as
the president of Shiseido. His photographic activity appeared as the most
radical power in the early 1920s. Having lots of influences on the world of
Japanese photography, he led the world of photography till the pre-war
period.

Such photographs by Shinzo Fukuhara are generally classified into

'Geijutsu Shashin(artistic photography: pictorialism)’ which is the pictorial
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expression of photographs in the history of Japanese photography. A series
of <Paris et la Seine, 1913> that was the Initial and representative work
by Shinzo Fukuhara was shoot with the soft focus. In the aspect that the
pictorial effects were fully expressed, it has been classified into an artistic
photography. However, the ’artistic photography’ by Shinzo Fukuhara
clearly shows differences from the existing 'artistic photography’.
Especially, the Photography Art Company founded in 1922 by Shinzo was
established to frontally deny the existing stereotyped artistic photography
and also to advocate new photographic expressions, which shows the
difference. Also, denying the pigment printing that could apply the
modification just like paintings, his photography emphasized the straight
photographic expression capturing the impression as it was. Thus, this
paper aims to examine the theory of ’photography art’ by Shinzo
Fukuhara, and also to understand the position of 'photography art’ in the
history of Japanese modern photography. Moreover, it aims to organize the
development process of the theory of ’'photography art’ by Shinzo
Fukuhara and his works through the literature published at that time.

First, in order to understand the position of Shinzo Fukuhara in the
history of photography, his activity period was divided into three periods.
Especially, it aimed to reveal the background of establishing his theory of
'photography art’ by examining the influence relation between conditions of
the time and art world, focusing on Shinzo Fukuhara. And then, the
development aspect of Japanese modern photography history is examined.
Reviewing the photography from the early 1900s when artistic photography

emerged to the appearance of new photography in the 1930s, it aimed to
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see the position of 'photography art’ by Shinzo Fukuhara in the history of
photography under this flow. Lastly, it aimed to organize the development
process of the theory of 'photography art’ by Shinzo Fukuhara based on
his works and literature. As the representative theory of photography by
Shinzo pursuing the direction of photograph itself by excluding techniques
as much as possible, the theory of ‘The Light with its Harmony means
the photograph capturing the front impression by the harmony of light as
the essence of photography. This theory of ‘The Light with its Harmony’
was gradually added with Japanese sensitivity, which was developed into
'Haiku photography’. With the appearance of words like ‘Photography Art
Company style’ or ‘Fukuhara style’, it became the mainstream power in the
world of Japanese photography.

Like this, this paper aimed to examine the theory of 'photography art’
by Shinzo Fukuhara and his works, and also to understand his position in
the history of photography. The significance of this paper is to research
the ’'photography art’ by Shinzo Fukuhara that has not been handled by
domestic researches in spite of his great influence on the world of Korean

photography in the 1930s.
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