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AzE AAs Wrks Ao B oudd= deotstr] 98, 574
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AlgEE= A4 AFE A8EA T (Creswell & Poth, 2018). A4 A4+
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ABSTRACT

A Qualitative Study on the Career Decision—Making
Process of the Immigrant Youths in the Late

Adolescence

Kim, Young Eun
Counseling Psychology Major
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin women’ s University

This research investigates the career decision—making processes of
late adolescent immigrants in Korea. The study focused on ten
individuals aged between 19 and 24 who had spent their formative
years abroad, regardless of nationality, and who had immigrated to
Korea during adolescence following the remarriage of one foreign
parent to a Korean citizen. Semi—structured interviews were conducted
with these subjects, and the data collected were analyzed using the
grounded theory method outlined by Strauss and Corbin (1990).

The examination of career decision—making processes among
these late adolescent immigrants resulted in the identification of 89

concepts, 37 subcategories, and 14 categories through open coding.
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During the axial coding phase, a  ‘Paradigm Model of Career
Decision—Making Processes for Late Adolescent Immigrants’ was
developed, which outlined the sequential stages of this process.

The core phenomenon identified was described as ‘struggling to
find one’ s own path in a foreign land.” The causal conditions for
this phenomenon were  ‘unplanned and sudden immigration to
Korea’ and ‘beginning life in Korea without any pre—existing
career plans or dreams.” The contextual conditions affecting this
phenomenon included ‘encountering language barriers,’

‘experiencing societal prejudice related to one’ s country of
origin,’ ‘difficulties in adapting to Korean culture,’ and

‘challenges in career exploration due to a lack of career
information.’ The intervening conditions that modified
action/interaction strategies included ‘receiving support (providing
career information, counseling) from individuals around them
(parents, relatives, teachers, professors, friends)’ and ‘assistance

from social resources (multicultural centers, university job

centers).” The action/interaction strategies influenced by these
intervening conditions involved ‘efforts to adapt to Korean
culture,’ ‘finding personal methods to overcome loneliness in
unfamiliar environments,’ ‘utilizing the benefits of bilingualism,’

and ‘exploring a variety of vocational opportunities related to their
major in Korea.” The outcomes of these strategies were described
as ‘continuing to face an uncertain future in a foreign land, yet
taking steps to forge one’ s own path.’

In the process analysis, the career decision—making stages of late
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adolescent immigrants were examined as a sequence evolving over
time, segmented into five  distinct stages: ‘Confusion,’

‘Contraction,’ ‘Exploration,’ ‘Implementation,’ and
‘Outcome.” The Implementation stage was marked by participants

who demonstrated proactive challenges towards their career paths.
The Exploration group consisted of participants who persistently
deliberated and tested various career options, while the Deferral
group was characterized by participants displaying a passive and
apathetic approach to career exploration.
During the selective coding phase, a unified core category was
identified as ‘Taking a step forward in finding my path in the
unfamiliar land of Korea, confronting various barriers, and positively
utilizing bicultural resources.’

This research provides empirical evidence of the career
decision—making process of late adolescent immigrants, showing
that this process can be viewed as a continuous progression. The
study’ s significance lies in its identification of the strategies these
adolescents employ in making career decisions and in recognizing
the situational and environmental factors that influence these
decisions. The insights gained into the career decision—making
process of late adolescent 1mmigrants are invaluable, offering
foundational data that could inform further research and enhance

understanding of this demographic.

Keywords: Late adolescent immigrants, Career decision—making

processes, Grounded theory
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