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ABSTRACT

A study on

Hyodang Choi Pom-sul’ s the Way of Tea

Park, Boeun

Major in Propriety and Tea-Ceremony
Department of Cultural Industry
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’ s University

The Venerable Hyodang, Choi Pom-sul, was a Buddhist monk. He was
active in the Korean Independence Campaign, and systematized and
popularized the modern Korean tea culture.

Hyodang entered Tasol temple in 1916, at the age of 13. There he
studied under the guidance by the Reverend Wolcho. The next year
Hyodang moved to Haein temple, where he studied under Zen master Im
Hwan-kyung and earned the Bonze qualification. Hyodang's ideology was
also influenced by other monks such as Wonhyo, Uichon, and Manhae.
His theory and practice of the tea culture was founded primarily on
the earlier literary works Dongchasong (a classical poem celebrating
Korea's tea) and Chasinjon (a simple guide to making and drinking
tea) by the Venerable Cho Ui.

According to the Samguksagi, the official chronicle composed by the

order of King In—jong of Goryeo in 1145, Korean tea traditions began



under Queen Seondok (632-647), the 27th monarch of the Silla Dynasty.
After the union of Silla, under the Goryeo Dynasty it continued to
flourish and spread to all regions and social strata in Korea. The
practice of Korea's tea-drinking traditions declined around the end
of the Choseon Dynasty, and nearly disappeared under the rule of
Japanese imperialism (1910-1945). In 1945, when the modern Republic
of Korea was founded, there were only one or two masters in each
province who still practiced Korean tea culture. At that time there
was a man who dedicated himself to rediscovering and spreading
Korea's tea—culture traditions, and it was Hyodang.

Hyodang's interest in tea was naturally oriented. His father always
enjoyed drinking tea, and had introduced him to 1t since his early
age. He also took a great interest in the tea trees around Tasol
temple and tea rooms inside the temple. While he studied Buddhism in
Japan between 1922 and 1933, he began to compare Korean traditional
tea ceremony with Japanese. There were other Korean monks at that
time who were also maintaining Korean tea traditions, including Uijae,
Hu Bak-ryun in Kwangju, and Ung Song in Haenam. However none of them
worked as Hyodang did, to revive the tea culture as a popular,
nationwide artform in Korea.

Hyodang's first achievement was to publish The Korean Way of Tea,
in 1975. It was the first book published about tea in modern Korean,
aimed at the general public. No other full-length study of tea had
been published in Korea since Cho Ui's Dongchasong and Chasinjon, and
1t was the book that introduced Cho Ui to the public, under the saint

of tea. The system established by this book set the standard followed



by most tea books that have since been published.

His second achievement was to popularize the practice of tea in
daily life. He put emphasis on savoring the tea and sharing the
experience with public, rather than catering to any particular social
group or guarding his methods as an esoteric secret. In 1977 he
founded the first association for Koreans interested in the study of
tea, the “Korean Association for the Way of Tea” . At his tea
plantation in Tasol temple, Hyodang often prepared tea and invited
others to share in the spirit of the tradition with him.

His third achievement was to develop the Jeungcha method of
manufacturing tea. This involves plunging the leaves into hot water
to soften them before the drying begins. The advantage of this method
is that there are no undesirable side effects to drinking this tea,
even 1f 1t 1s drunk on an empty stomach or kept for a long time.

Hyodang's final achievement was to train a number of tea masters to
carry on the traditions of Korean tea culture. Most leading Korean
masters of tea today have learned from and inherited his methods and
ideas.

The goal of this study is to explain the fundamentals of proper tea
culture, informed by the spirit and life of Hyodang, in order to well

establish and carry on the Korean tea traditions.
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