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ABSTRACT

Representation of New Sensationalism in Yokomitsu Riichi’s
“Novels on the Bedridden Wife”
- Focused on the Perception of ‘Death’-

Kim Ayoung

Department of Japanese
Language & Literature
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

Yokomitsu Riichi, a representative writer of Japanese New
Sensationalism, appeared in literary world criticizing existing literary
circles and suggesting new era and new expressions. His era of New
Sensationalism sustained only for about 10 years, from “HAE”(1923) until
“SYANHAI”(1932), but his sensational expressions had a great influence
to the young generation in that period.

However, Yokomitsu published “Novels on the Bedridden Wife”, a
series on the death of his wife, which was one of the favorite materials
in Naturalistic Realism and in New Sensationalism. The theme of this
work is his first wife Kozima Kimi who died of tuberculosis in June

1926. Thus there is still a lot of controversy about whether the series of



“Novels on the Bedridden Wife”, dealing with Yokomitsu’'s private
affairs, is a work of New Sensationalism or an autobiographical novel.

Therefore, this study first examines the attitude of New
Sensationalism through Yokomitsu’s speech. Next, I will see how he
recognized and expressed the subject of “death”, which leads us to
verify this work being a work of New Sensationalism by Yokomitsu.

This study handles mainly “HARUWABASYANINOTTE”, “HANAZ
ONONOSISOU”, and “GAWADOKONIDEMOIRU”, which described the
episodes in the period of his wife’s illness and death, and after her
death.

The features of New Sensationalism by Yokomitsu are rebellion
against Naturalistic Realism, attitude of New Sensationalistic stance, and
his will of expression. Yokomitsu endeavored to shape “Novels on the
Bedridden Wife” as a new reinvention through the attitude of creating an
asthetic world. And he wrote using symbolization, analogy, and
sensational expression, which are the representative expressive
techniques of his New Sensationalism. In addition, we can see that
“Flasco theory”, the attitude of the main character in “HARUWABA
SYANINOTTE”, corresponds with Yokomitsu’s New Sensationalistic
attitude.

In this way it was confirmed that his New Sensationalistic attitude is
found in the series of “Novels on the Bedridden Wife”. If so, how
Yokomitsu perceived and described "death” through the event of his
wife's “death” is to be discussed.

This study verifies that Yokomitsu perceives and describes death in

four definitions, which are “death as severance”’, “omnipresent death”,



“visualized death”, and “death as illusion”.

Yokomitsu puts an existence in “life” and an existence in “death” in
counterposition, putting these two existences in conflict, figurating this
shape of separation, and illustrating the separative notion of “death”
through the characters’ attitudes such as silence, blocking, and rejection.

Furthermore, the “death” of his wife was one of the continual “deaths”
taking place in Yokomitsu's life. To him who had witnessed the “deaths”
of this parents and those of the people in Kanto Earthquake, his wife’s
“death” was one of the countless “deaths”. Therefore in writing “Novels
on the Bedridden Wife”, he arranges the “sea” and the “moth”, the
symbols of “death”, around the character. He shows that “death” always
accompanies with them, and expresses the omnipresence of “death”.

Yokomitsu’s  attitude, which  perceives the subject through
“understanding and sensitivity” and transmits it to readers through
sensitivity, leads to his attitude to figure out and describe the “death”. In
his “Novels on the Bedridden Wife”, “death” is illustrated as visibile
objects. And this visualization of death doesn’t occur only at the moment
of his wife’s death, but throughout his entire “Novels on the Bedridden
Wife”, which has a significant function in expressing the meaning of
“death”.

Meanwhile, Yokomitsu describes “death” as a fantasy. It is related to
his creating fictional world, and whenever the factors of “death” appears,
he depicts it fantastically with expressions such as “ecstasy”’, “fantasy’,
and “mystery”.

In this way we can see that Yokomitsu uses his wife’s “death” as a

material, not by simply describing and explaining the facts, but by



analogy and symbolization. As he argues, by throwing all his energy
into pursuing “outside” that “echoes more inner sides”, this shows his

literary status and achievement in the era of New Sensationalism.
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