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ABSTRACT

A study on the life and works of Hwang
Chang-bae(1947-2001):
Focusing on exploration and pioneering of contemporary

Korean Painting

Cho, Su-min
Department of Art History
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

After the liberation of Korea, the art community has been actively
debating the issue of the identity and contemporary characteristic of
‘Dongyanghwa(f £ &, Oriental Painting)’. Oriental Painting, at that time,
brought in Western abstact styles and materials on the one hand to
provide modernity for its own, and, on the other hand, utilized traditional
materials and techniques such as sumuk(/Kz&, oriental black ink) and
chaesaek (¥ (1, oriental colored ink) to establish an identity based on the
oriental spirit. However, the modernity that Oriental Painting sought at

that time was still not recognized as contemporary art in Korea, and at

the same time, there was no sufficient consensus on which traditions
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should be inherited and how those traditions should be inherited.

However, under the trend of globalization that has been accelerated
since the 1990s, tradition has been discussed as something to be
dissolved rather than inherited, and reformation in material techniques
and forms referring contemporary arts was promoted under the
discussion on ‘breakup of boundary’ and ‘extension’. As a result,
‘Hangukhwa(i# B, Korean Painting) in the 2lst century has been
understood as blended in terms of materials and techniques, and as
hybrid genre related to surrealism and pop art in terms of expression
and content. This tendency has also been the basis for some critics to
consider 21st-century Korean Painting as a part of contemporary art.
However, there still exist diverse and various views on whether Korean
Painting has truly escaped, by such efforts, from the mere object
position and has found its position as a subjective and independent
member of contemporary art, and above all, whether such
universalization is the best demand for Korean Painting in the 21st
century. Hwang Chang-bae(z£5%5, 1947-2001) can be cited as a
representative painter who has recently attracted the attention of the art
community and academia in relation to this issue. It is meaningful that
he continuously explored and presented, by his great journey from the
late 1970 to 2000, with sufficient wunderstanding of tradition, the
possibility of tradition to be demonstrated subjectively yet harmoniously
in the context of contemporary Korean Painting, while firmly overcoming
the idealization, formation, and ideologicalization of tradition.

This paper attempts to look deep into the contemporary characteristics
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of Hwang Chang-bae’s Korean Painting by specifically analyzing his life
and works. In addition, this paper’s ultimate purpose is to find a path for
the 21st century Korean Painting to develop in more proactive and rich
way through embracing all his methods of exploration and the

tradition—dissolving methods that appear in recent 21st Korean Painting.
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