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ABSTRACT

The development and novelistic transformation of Hwangjinee folk tales

Park, Sun
Dept. of Korean Language and Literature

Graduate School , Sungshin Women's University

This purposed to review the literary accommodation and
transformation of Hwangjinee folk tales by Hwangjinee novels
that have the same descriptive context among many genres that
accommodated Hwangjinee folk tales in order to reconfirm the
meaning of Hwangjinee folk tales in terms of the history of
accommodation and their value as a classic.

The stories of Hwangjinee appearing in literary folk tales and
oral folk taleswere subdivided in accordance with her life into
stories regarding her status and birth, stories regarding her
intelligence and beauty, stories regarding the persons she had
relationships with and the final record to review the stories.
Through this way, the total aspects of the character
Hwangjineecould be understood.

While minutely organizing and supplementing Hwangjinee folk
tales, this author reviewed how such descriptive streams were
reflected in Hwangjinee novels written during the modern times
and the contemporary times from a classical angle of sight.

The processes of development of Hwangjinee novels were

largely divided into three periods of time for study. The image of
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Hwangjinee appeared in novels written in the 1930s—-the 1950s
show similar appearances to those in the contents of the folk
tales. The background of the formation of the folk tales into a
novel in THwangjinees written by Lee, Tae-Jun in the 1930s
was reviewed in the stream of history novels at that time and
then works in the 1950s, [Hwangjinee's crossing against
heaven, , a short story by Park, Jong—-Hwa and FfHwangjineey ,
a full-length novel by Jeong, Han-Suk were reviewed. Park,
Jong-Hwa shaped the original form of the folk tales as they
were into a novel and the work of Jeong, Han-Suk shows the
characteristics of newspaper serial novels. Hwangjinee novels
since the 1970s have succeeded the tendency of the early novels
to develop while succeeding and transforming Hwangjinee folk
tales. The pattern of these changes was identified through
analyses of works of Chio, In-Ho; Han, Mu-Suk and Jeong,
Bi-Seok. After 2000, Hwangjinee novels began to appear in
diverse forms and this was identified through analyses of works
of Kim, Tak-Hwan- Jeon, Gyeong-Lin- Hong, Seok-Jung.
Although these three works embodied the same character,
Hwangjinee, each writer showed a viewpoint different from that
of the others. Instead of the stereotyped image of a talented
Korean geisha, Hwangjinee was reinterpreted as diverse figures
such as a scholar and free person, a heroin of love etc.

It could be identified that, through this, the tradition of the
original source, Hwangjinee folk taleshas consistent vitality even
in the contemporary times and that all writers were perceiving
Hwangjinee folk tales as the important matrix of their works.

Hwangjinee literature has not just existed as a story but
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reflected the universal value and ideology of society at that time
as well as having intercourse with many genres to make organic
relationships and change. It was identified that the figure named
Hwangjinee has been continuously enjoyed surpassing times not
only through the works created by Hwangjinee herself but also
literature that recorded her life and works directly and indirectly.
Based on the original source, Hwangjinee folk tales, writers in
the contemporary times reconstructed the world of works by
Hwangjinee and the trail of her life and reproduced novels by
exerting literary imaginations. That is, Hwangjinee folk tales and
novels have been diffused into diverse media such as movies and
dramas thereby becoming the motive power to enable Hwangjinee
literature to have unceasing vitality. This course tells us that
literature is a genre that goes through steady succession and
transformations to be placed on a continuous line instead of
severance between classics and contemporary works.

Especially, Hwangjinee literature is a fruit that reflected diverse
realities of times in the course and contains deep understanding
and sympathy about humans. Through Hwangjinee literature that
1s unceasingly reproduced along with times, it was identified that
the figure from 500 years ago named Hwangjinee was a being
with vitality that unceasingly cast meanings to readers and that
she had obvious literary value that can be continuously enjoyed

hereafter too.
Key words: Hwangjinee, Hwangjinee folk tales, Hwangjinee

novels, Hwangjinee literature, Lee, Tae-Jun, Kim, Tak-Hwan,

Jeon, Gyeong-Lin, Hong, Seok-Jung
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