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ABSTRACT

A Study on Art Theory and Landscape Painting of

Huang Bin-hong

Choi Park

Department of Art History
The Graduate School
Sung-shin University

Supervised by Professor Lee, Bo-yeon

An anti-traditional approach emerged in China's art circles
between the late 19th century and early 20th century against the
backdrop of “eastern penetration of western powers.” Amidst these
circumstances, Huang Binhong (E&4[, 1865-1955) was active in
Shanghai, and as a member of the ultranationalist school of
thought, wanted to protect Chinese culture and the nation's spirit.
He faced the core of traditionalism, not to the extent of reforming
or improving it, as he attempted to overcome the crisis in
traditional painting. In order to accomplish this, he corrected errors
in the brush stroke technique used in previous landscape paintings,

through a fundamental understanding of nationalism and a distinct
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calligraphy style rooted in epigraphy. Moreover, he drew inspiration
from Northern Song-era landscape paintings and created landscape
paintings that were not only “richly integrated and thick, lush and
luxuriant” (hun hou hua zi: {EE%%) with “vast and dim, thick and
heavy” (hei mi hou zhong: 22f/Z=&E) but also corrected the ink
technique. These “richly integrated and thick, lush and luxuriant”
landscape paintings embodied the national character that China
needed to pursue while displaying nature's beauty drawn from real
scenery that is based on the traditional Chinese aesthetic theory of
“intrinsic beauty” (A3£).

Thus, this paper will delve into the era's background during
Huang's life, which spanned the late Qing era and early days of the
People's Republic of China. In particular, the paper analyzes the
critical mind of Huang in regard to traditional paintings and the
essence he was trying to pursue or ascend to, as well as examining
the specific developmental stages of landscape painting and its
significance and contribution to art history.

First, the paper covers his overall academic and artistic history in
addition to the historical setting. This is divided into six periods,
which are the traditional learning period, revolutionary period,
ultranationalist activity period, travel period, painting style formation
period, peak creativity period.

Second, the paper examines the problems of modern paintings and
specific traditions that he articulated in his painting theory, in

addition to presenting the solutions he came up with. Externally, the
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problems were the Four Wang's School and the Four Buddhist
Monks School issue, imperial court and administration (g8/) and
self-imposed exile (JI#). Huang criticized Four Wang's School and
its followers. Although they tried to blend the brush stroke
technique with the ink technique, the brush stroke and sentence
rules broke down due to mixing the wrinkle technique with the
smearing technique. Not having practiced calligsraphy, a problem
arose with the paintings being ambiguous and frivolous, and this
was attributed to a lack of deep scrutiny of brush strokes.
Furthermore, he criticized it from a psychological viewpoint as well
as connecting it with political views and national integrity. On the
other hand, he viewed the Four Buddhist Monks School in a
generally positive way since national integrity was protected with
“the principle that respects old masters” (Bf& A), and “the principle
that Mother Nature is the teacher” (Bf&{l) in regard to the
expression of brush strokes. However, as he entered old age, he
criticized the opening of the door to self-imposed exile due to
growing insanity from a state of lawlessness. He came up with the
concept of an imperial court and administration and a self-imposed
exile to criticize the evils of successive painters. The common
characteristic shared among them externally is that they are lawless,
their brush stroke technique and sentence rules have broken down,
and they made paintings not for themselves, but for what other
people wanted. As such, the psychological issue worsened due to the

word distinction made about “Literati Painting”, which is between
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‘munin-hwa(3z A#E)” and “sabu-hwa(+%*#)". In regard to the
psychological issue and future of the nation's culture, he promoted
the spirit of ‘“literati” (sabu: =43%k). According to Huang, it was
necessary for calligsraphy, language, symbols, and spirit to all be
able to break away from brush stroke technique and sentence rules
in order to attain a high-level technique. His opinion was that only
by mastering brush strokes and sentence rules can you obtain
dignity, elegance, atmosphere, and intrinsic beauty. He also
suggested the concepts of “royal studies” (F%£) and “people's
studies” (R£) that explain the core of “Literati Painting”. “People's
studies” stands in contrast to ‘royal studies” and it is linked to the
intrinsic beauty of Chinese culture and spirit. Meanwhile, if intrinsic
beauty is the core spirit of people's studies, then ‘richly integrated
and thick, lush and luxuriant” is the artistic visualization of intrinsic
beauty. Namely, ‘richly integrated and thick, lush and luxuriant” is
a brush stroke style, ink technique, Chinese painting tradition,
character, cultural boundary, and class. The alternative to the issue
recognized by Huang was founded in epigraphy. To overcome the
reality of a lack of spirit in the brush strokes and weak writing due
to a focus on just the amusement aspects and formality of brush
strokes in landscape paintings from that era, he discovered a
shared brush stroke style among paintings and calligraphy within an
epigraph. By ‘reflecting calligraphy into paintings”™ (53|ZA%&F), in
which Huang applied his improved writing technique to his painting

technique, he corrected mental evils or the aforementioned external
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factors and presented a new path for landscape painting. This
approach made Huang a superior painter compared to simply
traditional painters in terms of painting theory and creativity.

Third, the paper will identify how he practiced and embodied his
creative side in his critical mind with an analysis of landscape
works from his early period to the late period. Although Huang
studied calligraphy and epigraphy early in his career, he
concentrated on learning the techniques of the masters of
traditional Chinese painting instead of engaging in new painting
styles. During his middle period, he put an emphasis on the
expression of brush strokes that were based on real natural
scenery, which he had observed in his travels. In his late period,
Huang's ‘richly integrated and thick, lush and luxuriant” painting
style emerged, and he transitioned to an ink technique from his
calligraphic style of brush strokes. He also wrote many books that
were based on theories that he researched for around a decade
during which he was confined to living in Beijing due to the
Sino-Japanese war. The most unique painting style emerged during
the last seven years of his late period. Works from this period
alternate between the wrinkle technique and dot technique, and the
“vast and dim, thick and heavy  characteristic appears more
prominently in overlapping mountains and streams, plants and
grass. Through the expression of brush strokes utilized by such
calligraphy principles, Huang depicted the intrinsic beauty of nature,

and linked this to the strong national character that China needed
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to pursue at the time. In addition, he opened the possibility of
visually conveying the sentiments of the observer and expressed the
intrinsic beauty of nature through the expression of brush strokes
for which a transformation from a traditional brush stroke style to
a modern pictorial language was accomplished. The most meaningful
significance of Huang's landscape painting maybe how he connected
the intrinsic beauty of nature with a “richly integrated and thick,
lush and luxuriant” national character as well as the strong linkage
to the simple and beautiful expression of brush strokes.

Huang tends to be overshadowed by other schools such as the Hai
School({#iK), Jing School(iK), and Guangdong(EM®R) Painters. The
many books Huang wrote on theory and his research on brush
strokes were deemed profound and difficult to comprehend. Hence,
this paper takes an approach with more objectivity and theory
through pre-analysis of his painting theory. Based on that, the
paper attempts to newly explore art groups artistically and
theoretically in the People's Republic of China from that era. The
author plans to announce an exclusive study on the artistic

elements of Huang Binhong in South Korea.
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