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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Impact of the Sense of Rural
Environmental Protection and Training on Sustainable

Rural Tourism

Jeon, Moonja
Dept. of Famiy Culture and

Consumer Science Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

Korea has neglected environmental problem because it focused
on industry—first policy as a part of economic develop project
since the 1960s. Consequently, it has caused to pay too much Iin
the name of environmental costs. Although environmental protection
policy has been taken focusing on environment—related departments
since the 1980s, there is still too much to protect environment in
tourism development area.

In particular, environmental protection for sustainable rural
tourism development calls for more efforts. The villagers' efforts to
raise environmental awakening and protect the environment is the

necessity in that sustainable rural tourism development is most



reasonable and prime way to protect environment from being
destroyed, to improve the quality of environment, and to sustain it
as long as possible.

In this study, the wvillagers' environmental training, their
participation in environmental groups, socio—demographic factors,
sense of environmental protection, the real condition of
environmental protection behaviors, the relationship with sustainable
tourism have been examined to find a way to guide sustainable
tourism.

The questionnaire survey was conducted with men/women in 10
rural villages such as Green Experience Villages, Traditional Theme
Villages, and A-rm Village Cultivating Villages, in
Gyeongsangnam—do, with a total of 277 pieces being used for
analysis.

Data collected were processed frequency, independent sampling
t—test, one way ANOVA, and multiple regression analysis, with
Cronbach's alpha value for correlation among variables. The details
of items of sense of environmental protection and sustainable
tourism were examined through factor analysis. The results are as
follows;

First, those who have received environmental training show the
higher interest in sustainable rural tourism changes than those who
have not. There 1is no significant difference between groups
according to whether one participate in an environmental group or
not. Second, those who have higher sense of environmental
protection show the higher perception on sustainable rural tourism.

Third, for environmental awakening variables and rural living



satisfaction, 1i1mpact on economic sustainability 1s found in
institutional satisfaction variable that shows the villagers are
satisfied with the government support policy and they have children
to take over the agriculture. Also, resources—saving behaviors are
found to have influence on social and cultural sustainability. Above
all, out of environmental awakening variables and environmental
protection behaviors variables, recycling behaviors representing
separate collection, use of recycled goods, and the wastes recovery
behaviors, have impact on environmental protection. Fourth, as a
result of analysing the changes in sustainable rural tourism by
development type under the various department of government,
A—-rm village cultivating campaign of Ministry of Government
Administration & Home Affairs ranked highest mean value,
following by Traditional Theme Villages of Rural Development
Administration and Green Experience Villages of Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry. Fifth, the goal of sustainable rural
tourism  development includes the  villagers' environmental
protection, improving the living quality, tourism development fit for
the locality, meeting tourists needs, ever—lasting development of
services, and Increasing tourism capacity in order. Respondents
said that building resort(camping site), making rural experience
site, and constructing organic cultivation complex are most
necessary for sustainable rural tourism development.

The results show that the villagers want sustainable tourism but
their environmental awakening and behaviors remain as before,
though they have environmental training. So, it needs to change

environmental training based on in—depth study on more effective



method and content for the villagers' continuous and regular
environmental training and for sustainable tourism. Besides, it
needs to protect the environment by raising the villagers' sense of
environmental protection in rural tourism development, and for a
long—term, continuous attention and study should be given for

suitable size of tourists for environmental protection.
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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Impact of the Sense of Rural
Environmental Protection and Training on Sustainable

Rural Tourism

Jeon, Moonja
Dept. of Family Culture and

Consumer Science Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

Korea has ignored environmental problems according to industrial
promotion policy emphasizing light industry with economic development
since the 1960s. This led to excessive disbursement for the
environment; to solve this problem, environmental preservation policy
has been devised principally by the environment department since the
1980s but the effort to perform environmental preservation in the field
of tourism development is still insufficient.

In particular, such an effort was poor in the field of agricultural
tourism development with a preference given to the continuable farm
tourism development. It is however more urgently necessary to make

efforts to preserve environment as well as to inspire environmental



consciousness in the agricultural population as the most rational and
first—priority method to prevent environmental destruction due to the
conventional tourism development and improve and maintain the quality
of environment continuously.

Therefore, this study intends to examine environment—related
education, environmental organization membership, socio—demographical
factors and consciousness of environmental preservation, actual
condition of environmental preservation behaviors, and attitudes toward
continuable tourism for agricultural tourist village people in order to
draw up a plan to facilitate continuable agricultural tourism.

For this purpose, a survey was conducted with residents of ten
villages in South Gyeongsang Province, including the Green Farm
Experience Village, the Traditional Agricultural Theme Village, and the
Village Pursuing Beautiful Landscape, regardless of gender; then, 277
copies were finally analyzed.

The collected data went through frequency analysis, independent
sample t—test, one—way ANOVA, and multiple regression analysis,
with correlation among variables determined by the value of Cronbach's
a. Factor analysis was also made to investigate many questions about
consciousness of environmental preservation and continuable tourism by
factors.

The principal results of this study are as follows:

First, in consciousness of environmental preservation for agricultural

villages, those less than forty years old got a high average mark in



terms of age; those who possessed attainments equal to or higher than
those of college graduates got the highest average mark in terms of
academic level; and those with middle—level income (10 million to 14
million won) got the highest mark in terms of yearly income.

Second, residents who received environmental education got a higher
average mark in consciousness of environmental preservation for
agricultural villages than those with no such education; the former
showed the higher mean than the latter in the change into continuable
agricultural tourism, also showing significant differences between
groups. Resident with environmental organization membership showed
the higher mean in consciousness of environmental preservation than
those with no membership, but showing no significant difference
between groups. Third, the higher consciousness of environmental
preservation for agricultural villages, the stronger awareness of
continuable agricultural tourism. Residents of an agricultural tourist
village who were satisfied with farm life, had environmental
consciousness, and performed positive activities to preserve
environment had sufficient potential for promoting continuable
agricultural tourism through such changes as economic continuance,
socio—cultural continuance, and environmental preservation. Fourth,
among environmental consciousness and farm life satisfaction variables,
government assistance policy satisfaction and institutional satisfaction
factors indicating there are children who will succeed to agriculture

affected economic continuance; among environmental preservation



consciousness variables, resource saving behavior affected
socio—cultural continuance. In particular, recycling behaviors, such as
the practice of separating household garbage for discharge, preference
for environment—friendly goods, and the practice of returning garbage,
affected environmental preservation among environmental preservation
consciousness and behavior factors. Fifth, after analyzing differences in
the change into continuable agricultural tourism by the types of
development supervised by each government department, the Beautiful
Village Creation project supervised by the Ministry of Government
Administration and Home Affairs showed the highest mean in
continuable tourism, followed by the Traditional Agricultural Theme
Village supervised by the Rural Development Administration and the
Green Farm Experience Village supervised by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry. Sixth, the most important goal in developing
continuable agricultural tourism was for residents to preserve natural
environment, followed by improvement in the quality of residents' life,
tourism development considering characteristics of each region,
satisfaction of tourists' requirements, continuous service development,
and security of tourist accommodation capacity. The most necessary
item in developing continuable agricultural tourism was to establish
recreation centers (e.g. campsites), followed by establishment of
experiential farms and organic farming sites.

In sum, since residents pursued continuable tourism and showed no

change in environmental consciousness or practice despite actual



environmental education, it 1s necessary to change environmental
education into an in—depth research in pursuit of continuous, regular,
and more effective environmental education to meet the goal for the
agricultural population. Also necessary 1s to inspire consciousness of
environmental preservation to preserve environment continuously in
developing agricultural tourism, encourage members of the village
environment preservation organization to participate in environmental
preservation activities regularly and continuously, and take continuous
interest and research in the proper size of tourist accommodation in
consideration of long—term environmental preservation in order to

realize continuable tourism.
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