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ABSTRACT

Efforts and Difficulties of Early Childhood
Teachers in Mixed-age Classes in Providing

Childcare Based on Children’s Rights

Hye Yeon Park
Early Childhood Education Major

Graduate School of Sungshin University

The purpose of this study is to investigate the meaning of childcare rights
and the difficulties encountered by childcare teachers of mixed—age classes. It
seeks to find the direction of practice in respecting rights for mixed—age
classes and provides the basic data necessary for the efficient operation of the

mixed-age class.
The research questions established in this study are as follows:

1. What do mixed-age class teachers think about the meaning and efforts to
protect the rights of children in child care?

2. What are the difficulties that mixed-age class teachers experience in
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protecting children’s rights for their students?

In order to collect data for this study, an in-depth interview was conducted
with 10 childcare teachers in mixed-age classes from May 18 to October 13,
2021. The researcher transcribed and analyzed the interviews and collected
additional data points such as interview notes, journals of researchers and
participants, and daycare center documents.. In addition, in order to increase the
reliability and validity of the data, one early childhood education expert and two
research participants were shown data categorizing in-depth interviews and
asked to review the research contents. The main results of this study are
summarized according to the research problem as follows:

First, mixed-age class teachers believe that the rights pertaining to childcare
should be focused on the right to survival, participation, and development of
infants. Based on this perception, mixed-age class teachers made efforts in
various ways to ensure that infants’ rights to survive, participate, and develop
were protected. Mixed—age class teachers recognized that active protection and
practice for the health and safety of infants are necessary to guarantee a
child’s right to survive. To this end, mixed-age class teachers operated physical
activity hours with consideration to the characteristics of mixed—age classes,
and operated lunch,snack, and nap times to reflect the individual needs of
students.

Second, mixed-age class teachers recognized that in order to guarantee
infants the right to participate, infants need to be able to express their opinions
freely at daycare centers and participate in daily tasks autonomously. To this
end, teachers voluntarily determined their seats and work hours to provide an
environment in which infants’ opinions are reflected by checking situations and
places where infants were restricted from participating. However, for the smooth

operation of the mixed-age classes, teachers were forced to concede to infants
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of older ages, or did not accept the opinions of infants of lower ages during
conversations. Therefore, mixed—age class teachers felt the need to strengthen
their competency so that an environment in whereall infants’ emotions and
opinions were respected equally could be created.

Thirdly, in order to guarantee the right to development for infants, mixed-age
class teachers recognized that development should be promoted through play
and education suitable for the level of infants . To this end, mixed-age teachers
played the role of supporters who could encourage interaction between different
ages to help each other develop, plan games and activities considering the
development level and ability of each age, and provide teaching aids to protect
infant development rights. Teachers set and operated a common goal recognized
by all ages for the smooth operation of mixed-age classes when guiding
children’s basic lifestyle, but because of the large developmental differences
between infants, a more individualized set of guidelines are required.

As a result of examining the difficulties experienced by mixed-age class
teachers in the practice of respecting children’s rights, it was found that they
experienced difficulties mainly during the childcare process.

The difficulties experienced in the process of practicing the right to survive
for infants were mainly related to the needs of parents. Teachers experienced
difficulties in running meals and snacks for healthy growth of infants due to
parents’ demand that infants did not need nap time, or that individual diets
needed to be provided according to an infant’s eating habits. Therefore, teachers
needed the overall understanding and consideration of parents in order to
guarantee an infant’s right to survive was protected in a mixed—age classroom
setting.

In addition, in the process of practicing the right to participate for infants,
mixed-age teachers experienced difficulties due to the requirements of other

physical activities, the tradition and atmosphere of daycare centers, and special
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activities that did not reflect children’s opinions. Accordingly, mixed-age class
teachers said that there is a need to prepare an institutional atmosphere and
environment in which infants’ opinions can be actively reflected.

In addition, in the process of protecting the right to development for infants,
mixed-age teachers encountered difficulties due to the lack of preparation time,
performing other tasks at the daycare centers outside of childcare, and general
lack of knowledge about mixed—-age education. In order to practice high—quality
child care with regards to the development -characteristics of mixed-age
classes,teachers hoped to be provided with guidelines and materials for childcare
activities and education on the teaching methods required of mixed-age

development.
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