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Abstract

The Influence of “Music Composition” Lessons through
Collaborative Learning on Students’ Perception Capacity of

Rhythm and Melody

So—Hee, Bae
Major in Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sung Shin Woman's University

The purpose of this study is to develop a “music composition” lesson
through collaborative learning by 5t grade elementary school students,
and assess the lesson’s influence on students’ perception capacities for
rhythm and melody.

For this study, we have subjected 57 5t grade students in 2 classes
of an elementary school located at the City of Cheongju, and divided the
students to the experiment group and the control group to provide 10
lessons. In order to assess the influence of “music composition” lessons
on the students’ perception capacities of rhythm and melodies, the music
lessons through collaborative learning were provided to the experiment
group in 10 installments. Then, we performed an assessment of the
level of accomplishments, and compared and analyzed the results.

Our conclusions from this study are as follows:



First, it was shown that “music composition” lessons through
collaborative learning had positive influence on the rhythm
accomplishment level.

From the accomplishment level assessment, the experiment group had
a score that was higher by 1.7 points compared to the control group,
and this was deemed statistically meaningful at the significance level of
.05. From the qualitative study, students have made various comments
about rhythm compositions including: “When we were working on the
words rhythm, the group members worked together. There were
challenges, but it was new and fun”; “Rhythm composition lessons
helped me learn more about rhythms”; and “Rhythm composition was
always difficult but it felt very easy.” This suggested that the “Music
Composition” lessons through collaborative learning had positive
influence on learning of rhythms.

Second, “music composition” lessons through collaborative learning did
not have positive influence on the students’ level of melody
accomplishments.

While the assessment of accomplishment levels showed that the
experiment group had a higher score by 0.42 compared to the control
group, it did not indicate a statistically meaningful difference at the
significance level of .05. From qualitative study, the students provided
comments such as: “It was easier than what I originally expected to
compose melodies according to the conditions” and “Melody compositions

were challenging but fun.” Through this, we verified that while “music



composition” lessons through collaborative learning were effective in
changing the students’ perception of melody composition, further melody

composition lessons will need to take place.
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