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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Aesthetic Characteristics Appeared
in Modern Hanbok

Lee, Jung-Eun
Dept. of Clothing
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

Hanbok, a Korean traditional costume worn from the Chosun Dynasty,
was lost its function and activity as a result of the introduction of
Western culture from

the time of enlightenment, and lost its position as a daily clothes.
Since then, globalization has begun to take shape in the 21st century,
and the importance of native culture has been emphasized. As interest in
Korean culture has increased worldwide, interest in Hanbok has also
increased. Various efforts have been made to revitalize the Hanbok, and
many new designers have come up with new and different designs of
Hanbok which are adapted to the modern sense. According to various
designs of the newly appeared Hanbok, various terms such as Modern
Hanbok, New Hanbok, and Fashion Hanbok have appeared, but the terms

have not yet been clarified in academia and industry. In this study,



Hanbok, which maintains its original form in order to inherit and
maintain tradition of existing Hanbok, is classified as traditional Hanbok.
Life Hanbok, which has enhanced practicality and activity for its function
as a daily workwear. And Fashion Hanbok, which is recreated through
harmony of traditional beauty and modern aesthetic sense. The purpose
of this study is to identify the Hanbok, which is developing in various
aspects since the 21st century, as a modern Hanbok and to identify the
aesthetic characteristics of modern Hanbok by the type of Hanbok.

As a result of analyzing previous studies on the aesthetic
characteristics of traditional Hanbok, the aesthetic characteristics of
traditional Hanbok were derived from traditional beauty, natural beauty,
personality beauty, and symbolic beauty. Traditional beauty 1is the
conservative nature to preserve the tradition and it shows the continuity
of the original shape, color, decoration, and material. The natural beauty
1s the aesthetic characteristic expressed by the naturalistic values
through the costumes. Personality beauty is expressed by the courtesy,
the formality and the identity through the costume, and the symbolic
beauty is expressed by the pattern, the decoration, the color which have
the meaning of the exorcism, or the humorous.

As a result of examining the present situation of Hanbok, it was found
that Hanbok also changed fashion and style according to the flow of
fashion. In order to reflect this tendency, examining the aesthetic
characteristics of modern fashion is necessary. As a result of examining
previous researches on the aesthetic characteristics of the brands that

belong to the world’s four fashion collections since the 2000s, fusion



beauty and sensual beauty were derived from the aesthetic
characteristics most duplicated. In this study, the fusion beauty and
sensual beauty derived from the aesthetic characteristics of modern
fashion, together with the aesthetic characteristics of traditional Hanbok,
traditional beauty, natural beauty, personality beauty, and symbolic
beauty, were analyzed as the aesthetic characteristics of modern Hanbok.

The results of analyzing the aesthetic characteristics of modern
Hanbok are as follows. Traditional beauty was the strongest in
traditional Hanbok type. A rich line of skirts, a generous shape, and a
flat cutting method are adhering to the traditional beauty. The traditional
beauty in the life Hanbok is expressed by maintaining the form of the
hanger and maintaining the elements of unique hanbok such as feathers
and pusum. In the fashion Hanbok type, the skirt shape of the rich A
line or the urn silhouette and the asymmetric ratio appear.

In the traditional Hanbok type, natural beauty are represented by the
harmony of straight lines and curves, which are natural shapes, and the
spacious and spacious forms. Life hanbok types showed a feeling of
comfort with minimal use of accessory. In the fashion Hanbok type, it is
expressed by the design using the harmony of the straight line and the
curve, and the design which expresses nature with the nature oriented
concept.

In the traditional Hanbok type, the personality beauty was expressed in
the same manner as traditional Hanbok by expressing courtesy and
formality. The personality traits in the Hanbok type of life appeared as

the means of expressing identity and the expression of formality as



Hanbok developed into uniforms, suits and so on. In the fashion Hanbok
type, Hanbok is represented by the tendency of dressing, and in modern
soclety it 1s expressed as individual personality or identity.

Symbolic beauty has been weakened by the weakening of shamanism,
but it has been extended to symbolize Korean image. Traditional Hanbok
types are expressed in five color motifs for blessing, and ornaments with
original motifs. In the life Hanbok type, the colors were applied with five
colors, and soot with motifs appeared. In the fashion Hanbok type, it
was expressed in ornaments using five colors, ornaments applying color
motifs, and patterns through the application of traditional patterns.

In the traditional Hanbok style, the fusion beauty appears in harmony
with the use of various colors of modern color and the dual structure
due to mixing with Western costume. the type of life hanbok has the
form and structure of western costume due to introduction of pattern of
western costume, and fashion hanbok type hanbok is newly reinterpreted
with modern sense and it is completely out of the shape, structure,
material and color of traditional hanbok It i1s reproduced as a new
designs.

As a way of expressing sensual beayty, the traditional Hanbok type is
changed into a silhouette containing the lines of the body by reducing
the sleeves and arms, and is expressed through strong colors and
colorful patterns. Living hanbok types are exposed by shortened skirt
length and appear to express feminine beauty with silhouette
emphasizing waist line. In the fashion Hanbok type, the body is

completely exposed through a more bold fusion, and using the



see—through fabrics.

The results of this study are as follows. In this study, we tried to
examine the beauty of Korean costume by comparing and analyzing the
aesthetic characteristics of traditional Hanbok and modern Hanbok.
Through this study, We want to help you gain a stronger competitive

edge in the international market.
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