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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Correlation between

Modern Solitude and Light

Hei Gee, Hwang
Department of Crafts
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

Light is an essential element for people to perceive objects
and is indispensable to them to maintain life. It is an object
of physical and scientific research as well as a research
material in various fields, such as humanities, philosophy, and
arts. In addition to performing a physical role, light is also
perceived as a psychological factor by people. The most
developed of people’s five senses 1is vision. Stimulations
accepted through vision are not just interpreted as simple
information; they can be reinterpreted as a mental experience
through judgment.

The objective of this study is to express light embodied in
the city by reinterpreting and visualizing it with pixel, which

1s the minimum unit of digital 1image, and alleviate the



solitude of modern people by works through research on the
vertical and horizontal structure of the city pixels and
relativity of fabrics.

Light has been wused as a positive metaphor, like hope,
healing, and defeat of darkness, that resolves negative
situations in various fields of art.

For modern people, the city is a living space that they must
be a part of to sustain life. However, due to rapid
industrialization, cities are facing overpopulation; moreover,
for efficient wuse of confined space, cities have been
developed haphazardly, without considering people’s dignity.
They are packed  with  high—rise buildings due to
standardization, Manhattanization, and collectivization, making
the structure vertical and horizontal. As a result, modern
people exist in small and basic wunits inside rectangular
buildings and rooms constructed vertically and horizontally.
Moreover, the rapid development of the contemporary urban
society has led to breaking down of communication with
neighbors, colleagues, and family, and this has accelerated
individualization of modern people. With these social changes,
humanity has come to live a life that is always accompanied
by inner loneliness, even when people are in a large crowd.
In other words, people today are living a life of solitude
along with the loss of community. Solitude, which can be

transformed into negative emotions like loneliness and



sorrow, causes various social problems, as it is perceived as
an illness, like a plague of humanity in modern society.
Therefore, I think people living in such a contemporary urban
society must partially alleviate the negative emotions of
solitude.

I interpret light embodied in the «city as a hope for
consolation and healing of those suffering from solitude in the
urbanized society. Based on this hypothesis, I explore the
urban structure, concept and meaning of light, and concept
and principle of pixels, through which fabric works were
created based on the relativity of light expressed in pixels as
well as the city.

The works created through this study are to alert the
audience to modern people’s solitude and enable the
contemporary urban society to easily encounter the

experience of alleviating it.
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