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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Psychological Expression of Modern
Society and Manmade Gardens

— With a Focus on the Author’s Works —

Choi, Ye Seul
Dept. of Oriental painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’'s University

The purpose of this study was to research various characteristics of
today’s modern society and analyze the implicit psychology of modern
people by observing and analyzing "manmade gardens created and tended
by urbanites”. This study intended to observe and express the
psychology of the members of modern society by analyzing the aspects
of the society in which we live based on the appearances of artificially
decorated gardens and confirming nature’s intrinsic will within those
limited frames.

First, the structure of the society where we live had to be examined
to research the psychology of modern people. In particular, capitalism,
which is deeply rooted in our society, worked as various factors for

creating our social characteristics.



Capitalism refers to "production society”. In the production society, its
goal became mass production to maximize economic efficiency and giant
machines such as conveyor belts began to replace humans. In modern
soclety, capitalism standardizes a number of people and they compete
with each other to obtain capital. During this process, not only physical
labor, but emotional labor have increased, and our society has become
performance-oriented as job performance is positioned as an important
value. In addition, individuals are overly conscious of the way other
people look at them, thus they create an artificial self rather than their
own appearances, and face their decorated self-images.

Regarding the characteristics of modern society brought by this
capitalism, this study aimed to observe and research "manmade gardens
created by urbanites who live in the respective era”, thereby researching
and expressing the characteristics of modern society implied within those
gardens and the psychology of people who live in the era in a detailed
manner. Moreover, this study intended to contemplate nature’s intrinsic
aspects reflected in those manmade gardens and use this act as the
opportunity to confirm humans’ intrinsic will and look for inherent hopes
contained within the social structure. This was the key starting point of
the author’s creation of the works.

The shapes of plants and the appearance of cleanly cut-out nature
within the manmade gardens, which were mainly expressed within the
author's works, aimed to express the internal conditions of the members
of modern society. These manmade gardens that endeavor to grow

within their defined zones while not being able to get out of them are



also the reflection of the artist’s own psychological conditions.

As the method of expressing these works, colored pencils, which
enable detailed expressions, were mostly used as the main material for
the above psychological expressions. Colored pencils were considered
suitable for revealing the dryness of modern society and expressing light
levels of weight feelings as if individuals’ feelings and value of existence
are taken lightly.

Moreover, the characteristics of blank spaces exhibited by the
composition of the works were introduced to remove unnecessary
materials, increase the audience’s immersion in the subject, and provide
the audience with visual aftertastes.

Finally, this study intended to concretize our understanding of the
main color that flows over the overall works and the method of its
expression by performing more detailed research on the green color's
intrinsic meanings and its implicit elements through a review of nature’s
color green.

As its main story, this study aimed to reflect the appearance of
today’s oppressed and confined modern society. At the same time, the
most important purpose of the author's creation was to contain a
comfortable and hopeful message using the color green instead of ending

up expressing despair.
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