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ABSTRACT

Research on Mental Image Expression of

Contemporary Meticulous Brushwork Figure Painting

- Focusing on the researcher’s works -

Liu Xuan
Major of Oriental Painting, College of Fine Arts,
Graduate School of Sungshin Women'’s University

Academic Adviser Lee, Man-su

Traditional Chinese painting rose to prominence as a distinct art
system because of its delineation with delicate brushworks, color lining,
and rendering of painting forms, which has been evolving from
generation to generation over thousands of years. As one of the
categories of Chinese painting, meticulous brushwork figure painting
shared distinctive aesthetic characteristics and assessment criteria. By
embracing the realistic spirit of Western painting, the new Chinese
painting reflected the current growth trajectory of Chinese painting in
the early twentieth century, within the context of the Chinese Art
Revolution. The realistic technique of Western painting was introduced
and applied to line drawing modeling in meticulous brushwork figure
painting. Sketching was advocated as a teaching tool in art colleges and

universities to improve the realistic modeling skills of fine brush



painting, which, in addition, helped to motivate excellent brushwork
artists’ direct sentiments toward life via the notion of “the era”. The
“Doomsday” theory, as well as a discussion of the idea that “Ink equals
to zero” at the end of the twentieth century, sparked a wave of
innovation in Chinese painting. Contemporary Chinese meticulous
brushwork figure painting, as a vital new force in Chinese painting’s
current transformation, has created variety and distinctiveness by
drawing inspiration from various art forms of Western painting.

According to research on contemporary meticulous brushwork figure
painting, its creation has switched from the past “grand narrative” to the
discussion of real-life issues and the appeal for personal emotions. In
terms of aesthetic experience, there was a trend of shift from integrity
and harmony to individuality and contradiction. For me who was a
realistic figure painter, there was also a predisposition toward
introversion in my creation, which paid more attention to “mental image
representation”. As a result, correlational research was conducted as
follows.

Chapter Two mainly analyzed the tradition and evolution of meticulous
figure paintings. To begin with, the notion, categorization, and evaluation
criteria of traditional meticulous figure paintings were thoroughly
presented. Moreover, the current situation of pluralistic integration and
the evolution of meticulous figure paintings were analyzed and
elaborated, with several concerns in the evolution of contemporary
meticulous figure paintings proposed, such as spiritual loss and cultural

choice of hesitation.



Traditional Chinese art theories, such as “embodying spirit in shape”,
“moving thoughts”, “self-expression” tradition, “theories of personality”,
etc., were analyzed in Chapter Three. The tradition of “mental image
expression” in Chinese painting was diverse and profound with the
characteristics of national aesthetics, sharing not only the aesthetic ideal
pursuit in common, but also the individual and emotional performance
tradition. Among those theories, the artistic concept and ways of
thinking contained were unique to Chinese culture and had an
imperceptible influence on me during my creation.

Chapter Four was about the study of the mental image expression of
modern meticulous figure paintings. It was found that with the
development of modern society, Chinese painters have generated a new
art spirit orientation in creation, affirmed diversity, pursued artistic
innovation, and experienced life with heart without avoiding the tragedy
of reality. With the creative tendency of “personal expression”, modern
meticulous figure painting, including its inheritance and innovative
development and the positive role of artists’ unique inner experience on
life in creation, was analyzed from the expression of line, color, material,
and time and space.

On the basis of previous research, the exploration of “mental image”
presentation in artistic creation was described in Chapter Five. As a
Chinese painter living in the present with the influence of both Eastern
and Western cultures, I could not help thinking about the relationship
between myself and others as well as the deep exploration of self-spirit.

Modern women’s feelings of survival and spiritual plight expressed in



my works focused on three aspects such as the female's personal
emotions, family and growth, and the surrounding environment. Starting
from the inner contradiction of self-spirit, I analyzed the comparative
factors of monochrome and color, motion and stillness, beauty and
ugliness in the works and discussed in detaill my exploration of the
material techniques of light color and heavy color of meticulous
brushwork.

As for my works, further research is still needed in the aspect of
modeling with deeper thoughts required in the spirits conveyed in the
paintings. A good work of art expresses a meaningful conception
through simple artistic language, which is the ideal state that my works
are to achieve, although it probably requires an extended period of

research and practice.
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