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ABSTRACT

A Study on the literature of ‘Heobakdang Seong Hyeon’

Hwang, Ah Young
Department of Chinese Literature
Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

Heobakdang Seong Hyeon was a person in early days of the Joseon
dynasty from Sejong 21 year (1439) to Yeonsangun 10 year (1504).
Seong-Hyeon  had  wrote diverse and  voluminous works -

"Heobakdangsijip(f 1% 54),; - "Heobakdangbojip (i 14 i 4) 4

"Heobakdangmunjip(iE 1% %)y - "Yongjaechonghwa (i 75 # 5% ) 4

"Pungarok (A HE# )y - TJuuipaeseol(ZEHE M),

FGeunmnanghaengjeok (#1#64785)y - "Buhyujadamron(V7 Ik 1~ 3% ) 5

FSangyubiram(F %), - "Ackhakkwehbum (4% EL i #i), -

TPungsogwaebeom (A il #i); and so on. Then he had a principal
position in the literary history. The middle and late of the 15th century in
Joseon dynasty was a period prolific in great Chinese literature such as
Seo Geojeong and Kim Jongjik and so on. Seong Hyeon was also as one

of the favorites who represented that period of the literature. Therefore,



much research has been done on his career and background from old
times.

Previous researches had generally classified a Chinese literature in the
Jeseon dynasty into a bureaucracy literature, confucian literature and
outsider literature. In this context, Seong Heyon had been considered as a
representative of the bureaucracy literature along with Seo Geojeong.
Moreover, Seong Heyon had been researched that his literature mostly was
a model of the government officials of literatures. However, those above
mentioned assessments and division methods have been inclined to evaluate
the literary characteristics of each literary people to be simplified and
minimize literature—diversity. Therefore, as a result, this research re-looks
and evaluates Seong Hyeon's career and his literatures with presenting a
variety of perspectives.

Seong Hyeon was influenced by literary titling from government literary
officials as well as by literary policies during the region of king -
Seongjong. The Seongjong had emphasized king-oriented orders and
executed literature promotion policies, and he had also focused on
organization of the art and music. With above-mentioned social and
political circumstances, Seong Heyon's literature values had been impacted
by his family backgrounds. He had been studied by his two brothers since
lost his father as a little. Seong Heyon's two brothers, Seong Im and
Seong Gan, had comprehensive and through scholarship as well as superb
in writing ability. One of his brothers, Seong Gan, especially had diverse
and unique literary features out of the mainstream at that time. And also,

Seo Geojeong, Lee Seungso, Kang Huimaeng, and Kim Suon who had



associated with Seong Hyeon had affected Seong Hyeon's literature life
and style. As a result, Seong Hyeon finally had achieved his own unique
world of literature. In other words, with regarding for orders, allowing the
contemporary literature mainstreams, and with being diversely individual
and unusual, he had shown works such as an archaism ballad book T
Pungaroky, a collection of essays "Yongjaechonghway and an allegory book
"Buhyujadamrony.

Seong Hyeon had composed ancient poems and archaism ballad books,
which criticized the typical formula and trained poetical styles, but
accentuated the dignity and the sentence-spirit. He had published the T
Pungsogwebeomys; which complicated exemplary ancient poems. And also,
he wrote a archaism ballad book "Pungaroks; set a kind of good examples
personally. Therefore, Seong Hyeon had assigned his significant and
experimental attempts into the "Pungaroks to allow diversity of views and
opinions against the contemporary style of poetry.

And also, Seong Hyeon had written a book "Yongjaechonghwas. He had
expressed his thought in writing: continued the tradition of essay classics,
articulated gentry society whereas civil society conditions, and self-esteem
of at that time of days. Seong Heyon had proudly intended to show
contemporary looks through full of common sense with broad visions,
which 1s, as of now, very helpful to understand culture, policy and the
others in the time when Seong Hyeon lived.

Finally, Seong Heyon had shown new types of writings on metaphorical
contexts into an allegorical book 'Buhyujadamrony. And, three types of

speaking from the "Aeons, "Ueonsy and 'Boeons; had been in the



circumlocution methodology. Seong Hyeon had presented his thoughts of
governing, tried to bridge the gap between the ideal and the real world,
and took warning against current actualities by allegorical indirections.

Until now, above mentioned books have been revealed and analyzed main
characteristics from each other. And then, three types of prospect and
status have been scoped on from the Seong Hyeon's literatures. At first,
the meaning of the 'Go(#)' shown in "Pungaroks; and "Buhyujadamron,.
The 'Restoration’ defined from the Seong Hyeon does not just to mean of
a re—enactment of the old days, but it means of re-generation of the
classics being model examples for all of the people and for a long time.
For these reasons, Seong Hyeon is to be granted values for overcoming
contemporary soclety issues as well as enlarging width of the
contemporary culture. And, Seong Hyeon had extended literary subjects
and contents using various styles of writing with emphasizing literary
uniqueness and diversity. Yongjaechonghway, derived from the Seong
Hyeon's great learning and refinement, especially had contributed to extend
the scope of the contemporary literature thereby accommodating and
discovering situation at that time. Lastly, there is a meaning and limitation
of the allegoricalness in Seong Hyeon's literatures. In fact, Seong Hyeon
had retired into his shell and or exposed it. However, this methodology
had resulted in a constraint not to have straight-forward eyes without
realistic.

In conclusion, this research investigates the Seong Hyeon'’s literature and
his literary position from his literary works and characteristics. Even

Seong Hyeon had an ideology of conservatism as a government literary



officials, he had correctly perceived the change in reality so that he had
made an effort on a duty of the official and scholar. With re-looking and
evaluating his career and his literatures, it is worth seeing a fact through
to the conclusion: Seong Hyeon had tried to make new types of literature
with respecting personality and diversity. And then, Seong Hyeon was a
transitional person who had endeavored steps to create a ideal society from
his perspectives. Through these perceptions, Seong Hyeon and his
literature have a significant meaningfulness of reflecting of his age, leading
the desirable society, and contributing to broaden the contemporary

literature scope.
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