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ABSTRACT

Action Research on Visits to Community Historic

and Cultural Sites with Young Children

Lee, Young-ae
Dept. of Early Childhood. Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

This research aimed at improving teaching: learning method by
comprehending the problems related to regional society historic cultural
sites visit activity of Joy class of Haengbok Daycare  Center and
analyzing teacher’s role and children’s change process in the process of
improving them. According to this research purpose, this research

established following research problems.

First, what is the execution process of regional society historic cultural
sites visit activity conducted by Haengbok Daycare Center?
Second, what is the change of teacher and children that appeared

through regional society historic cultural sites visit activity?

This research was conducted in Joy class, mixed class of 4 and 5 years



olds of Haengbok Daycare Center in S city, research participants were
19 children of Joy class (10 children in the age 4, 9 children in the age
5) and 1 class teacher. In order to comprehend the problems of regional
society historical cultural sites visit of Haengbok Daycare Center, this
research analyzed problems while evaluating the curriculum from
February to March, 2015 along with the teacher. Research period was
from May 6, 2015 to July 31. During this period, the researcher
conducted 8 sessions of regional society historical cultural sites visit
activity on the problems. This research conducted the 2nd execution
process while repeating evaluation process on the problem
comprehension, plan for change, and process of practice and change, and
observation of the result, and evaluation of process and result. While
researching, the researcher conducted participant observation, teacher
interview, video filming, and documentary collecting, and the collected
data was categorized and analyzed.

The research results are as follows.

First, as the result of analyzing the problems while evaluating the
curriculum included with regional society historic cultural site activity of
Haengbok Daycare Center, historic cultural site in the region where the
Daycare Center is located was not utilized as the children’s natural
history education field. Also, due to lack of teacher’s historic knowledge
and interest, the education stopped at utilizing as mere outdoor activity
and walk activity rather than letting the children to feel the original
value of regional society historic cultural site. To improve this problem,

this research conducted regional society historic cultural site visit activity



through two sessions. Historic cultural site located in regional society is
the place where the teacher and the children frequently visited by
connecting with life theme, therefore, the researcher determined it was a
proper place to conduct visit where children actively participated. The
researcher planned visit activity mainly with team activity for the
children to cooperate between peers with autonomy, and the teacher
conducted a role of constitutor, guider, supporter, and assistant in the
process of investigating historical facts and symbols Also, in order to
raise children’s interest in visit activity, the researcher let them explore
historical meaning variously by systematically planning prior activity,
main visit, and post activity.

Second, change aspects of teacher and children through regional society
historic cultural site visit activity are as follows.

Teacher and children wondered what the historic cultural site was like
in the past while they discovered and explored new relics and treasures
in the historic cultural site, familiar in the regional society, also, they
actively participated in the visit activity and had confidence as the leader
of the activity. Also, the children appeared to understand the life
residence mode which has been connected to present life from the past
by connecting with their own life while showing interest in it, and
expand their activity. Children also appeared to depend on the teacher in
the process of understanding and exploring historical fact and meaning
during the 1st visit period. However, they gradually learned to express
and share their idea and opinion through team activity or cooperation

between peers. Also, as children actively participated in visit activity,



they came to have the attitude to search and explore new relics and
treasures. Teacher came to know that historic cultural site could be
utilized as a place for natural history education connected with daily life
while planning and conducting regional society historic cultural site visit.
In the initial stage of research, the teacher worried about lack of
historical knowledge and interest therein, however the teacher could
recover confidence and plan activity by more gradually actively
exploring. Also, the teacher challenged a new process by applying
various teaching- learning methods on prior activity, main visit, and post
activity through planning visit activity where children actively
participated. And conducted a role of guider and assistant who waited,
encouraged, and supported the children to let them explore by
themselves, by performing a role of knowledge constitutor who composed

and learned knowledge along with the children through the visit activity.
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