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ABSTRACK

A Study on Ceramic Surface Decoration Using

the 'Smim Technique’ of Hanji (Traditional Korean Paper)

Rhee Na Yeon
Department of Crafts
Graduate school of

Sungshin Women’ s University

Decorative expressions in ceramics can be broadly categorized into
direct methods, such as drawing, and indirect methods that rely on
intermediary materials. The latter approach often yields highly
distinctive and sculptural outcomes, depending on the physical
characteristics of the materials used. One notable example of such
an indirect technique 1is Japan’ s washi-zome (f0#%¥%), which
involves staining washi (Japanese paper comparable to Korean hanji)
with pigment to transfer its various textures and patterns onto the
surface of a pot. This method is valued not only for its aesthetic
richness but also for its flexibility and potential for diverse
applications.

Although washi-zome has no historical precedent in Korean

ceramic traditions, adapting the technique by using Korean hanji for
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Japanese washi paper presents a meaningful opportunity to expand
the artistic visual effects of ceramic surface. This study explores
such possibilities by applying the washi-zome method to traditional
Korean materials, including hanji and handwoven fabrics, with the
aim of investigating their potential as intermediaries and developing
new surface designs.

To evaluate the suitability of these materials, a series of
experiments were conducted based on predefined criteria and
performance indicators. Results were systematically analyzed to
identify whether each of the individual materials tested serves for
this technique. Additionally, alternative ways to modify and enhance
material performance were proposed.

The entire process of pattern design and pigment application was
documented and developed into a procedural manual to establish a
repeatable and structured approach. In terms of practical application,
botanical specimens were used to create specific pattern motifs,
which were then incorporated into the production of tableware
pieces. Through these efforts, the study highlights the feasibility of
washi-zome as both a decorative method and a creative tool for
contemporary Korean ceramics.

Ultimately, this research aims to reinterpret and localize the
washi-zome technique within the context of Korean aesthetics,
suggesting new directions for ceramic surface design grounded in

traditional materials.
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