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ABSTRACT

Study on make-up expression skills used in
traditional dramas of Korea, China and Japan

Cho Ma Ri A

Department of The formative arts

Major in Make-up & stylist

The Graduate School Sungshin Women ' s university

It's a matter of common knowledge that women has made use of
wearing dress, makeup, ornaments, etc., expressing their own characters and
beauty over a long history of mankind. Especially makeup skill of these has
been variously changed through the all ages.

It is particularly notable that as the women’s opportunity to join the
society and their societal roles get expanding, women’s interest in seeking
their beauty come to get highly elevated. In addition that situation,
multifarious brand-new makeup skills are actively developed. Moreover,
although the innate role of makeup as the most visible communication
method is creating one’s character enabling an actor to make his characteristic
facts understood to spectators through exactly changing himself into another
persona, the current education of makeup in Korea is cultivating just
westernized technicians by focusing on practice-centered technical phase
without its sound philosophy and ideology, thus strongly demanding setting

up a systematic theory of makeup. Commensurate with this desperate
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necessity mentioned above, I made a research on each  makeup skill
three nations of Korea, China and Japan in the method of mutual compari
and analysis, together with an attempt to understand their own historical,
cultural backgrounds. Especially I focused on the three nations’ makeup
expression skills that are respectively shown in Korean Female National
Dramal[KFND], one of the traditional dramas in Korea, Gyung-guk, a classical
Chinese opera, and Gabuki typical of Japanese Arts. The results are as
follows:

Firstly, in view of makeup’s origin and its historic background, KFND
had developed from Pansori, a traditional Korean long narrative song
performance and Chang-guk, a Korean Classical opera into a ultimate shape
including dance performance. Gyung-guk in China had made its way to a
combined stage arts together with dance through the whole combination of
three elements such as song, act, narration. Gabuki in Japan had made a shift
into musical type of combined arts centered on women’ song and dance.

Secondly, in the organizatonal aspect of the play, KFND has a special
feature that its story ends up with the punishing wrong and rewarding of
right, and women wear a manly makeup. On the other hand, Gabuki has a
feature that men wear a womanly makeup on the contrast of KFND,
including the educational spirit of “good-people-eventually-win“ in the same
way as KFND, while Gyung-guk shows a history-related performance,
devided into four roles like Sang, Dan, Jeong, Chook.

Lastly, in the aspect of makeup expression skills in drama, KFND makes

a facial expression through the gradation effect using the line of eyes,

- 07 -



eyelashes, lips etc., and the whole colors of KFND consists of the follo
four colors: red, yellow, black, orange. In the case of Gyung-guk, it expres
person’s character by double painting on his face, especially eyelashes and
lips with other primary colors. Gabuki describes actors’ character in a way of
drawing a line on his face after first painting his face with white powder,
and then putting on a makeup at his face with the colors of white, red,

navy, deep blue etc.
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