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ABSTRACT

A Contrastive Study of Disyllabic Homographs in Chinese and

Korean

LI DAN
Department of Korean Language and Literature

Graduate School of Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of the present study lies in systematically elucidating
differences, especially semantic differences, between Chinese (Mandarin) and
Korean in disyllabic homographs.

Because of historical relatedness between the two nations, there are many
commonalities in morphological, syntactic, and semantic characteristics between
the Sinoxenic lexicon in Korean (Sino-Korean lexicon) and the Chinese lexicon.
Having undergone disparate historical changes and developed in disparate social
environments, however, the modern or contemporary varieties of the two
languages inevitably have differences in grammatical characteristics, especially
semantic characteristics. In order to elucidate such differences, the present study
contrasted homographs in Korean and Chinese. To accomplish this, homographs
were extracted from the 58,437 lexemes in “The Results of an Investigation of
Usage Frequency in Contemporary Korean” (2002; Hyeondae Gugeo Sayong
Bindo Josa Gyeolgwa B BEFE (LA #HE #FAE #R) by the National
Institute of the Korean Language (NIKL; Gungnip Gugeowon B>z [BEERR),
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with the definitions listed in dictionaries as the standards.

Chapter II defines the scope of Sinoxenic words as words that can both
be written in Chinese characters and be read according to Sino-Korean
pronunciations and presents the standards for determining homographs.
“Same-character words” refers to an oppositional pair of words with identical
graphemes. Because the present study contrasts contemporary Korean and
Chinese, lexemes not used in contemporary variecties of these languages were
excluded from the contrastive study. In addition, distinctions among words with
disparate meanings are discussed in this chapter. “Homographs” refers to words
that, of course, must have partial semantic differences but also can partly agree
in meaning. On the other hand, when contrasting meanings, the task was
performed with a focus on definitions in dictionaries, especially those in the
Contemporary Chinese Dictionary (Xiandai Hanyu Cidian A% 7XE 8 #8) for
Chinese and in the Standard Korean Language Dictionary (Pyojun Gugeo
Daesajeon FE¥E FFE KEfil) for Korean, respectively.

Chapter III contrasts Korean and Chinese with a focus on the lexical
classes (parts of speech) of homographs in the two languages. Disyllabic
Sinoxenic words in Korean consist mostly of nouns, with some being adverbs
and pronouns. Because, in Chinese, lexical class switches are possible without
changes in morphology, lexical classes are fluid. Consequently, disyllabic
Sinoxenic words in Korean were distinguished between nouns and adverbs and
contrasted with corresponding homographs in Chinese in terms of their
respective lexical classes.

Chapter IV contrasts the meanings of homographs in Korean and Chinese.

It classifies these words into full homographs and partial homographs according
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to their respective semantic fields. First, Section 1 contrasts full homographs in
the two languages. Full homographs are homographs that differ completely from
each other in meaning, with no semantic overlap or agreement whatsoever. In
order to grasp patterns in semantic differences between full homographs
systematically, characteristic lexemes were grouped by type and examined in
terms of differences in their referents, acts of reference, and states of reference.
The contrast of partial homographs was performed in terms of semantic fields:
cases where Korean lexemes were larger in semantic fields; cases where
Chinese lexemes were larger in semantic fields; and cases where Korean and
Chinese lexemes intersected in semantic fields, respectively. The first two types
were contrasted after being classified according to differences among referents
in identical hierarchical relations, differences in acts of reference and states of
reference, and differences in patterns of semantic extension. Section 3 contrasts
the value meanings of homographs in Korean and Chinese. Here, whether a
value meaning is positive or negative is determined mainly according to the

combination relations and contexts of lexemes.

Keywords: Homographs in Korean and Chinese, disyllables, lexical class
contrast, semantic contrast, value meanings, referents, acts of
reference, states of reference, patterns in semantic extension, derived

meanings
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