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Abstract

A Comparative Study on Expression Strategies of
Anti-smoking Advertisements in Korea and China:

focusing on Public Service Advertisements on TV

Ye-Sim Go
Media Communication

Graduate School of Sungshin University

This study starts from the growing problem of smoking around the
world, focusing on advertising expressions in TV public service
advertisement of anti—smoking, which is one of the means of anti—smoking
propagandas. It contrasts the content and expressions of anti-smoking TV
ads broadcasted in Korea and China, two countries which have similar
cultural backgrounds and close geographical locations. Based on Hofstede's
culture comparative studies and other related research, this study works on
finding the differences in expression strategies of anti-smoking TV ads in

Korea and China, regarding the cultural differences.

The result shows that there are two notable differences in anti-smoking

TV ads between Korea and China, which are the usage of threatening
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factors and the type of advertising model. First of all, compared to China,
the fear appeals are lower and threatening factors are less serious in
Korean anti-smoking ads, in other words, the tone of voice in Korean
advertisements is kinder and gentler. Secondly, most of the Korean
anti-smoking ads use ordinary people as models, while Chinese ads prefer
to wuse celebrities and stars. Using ordinary people in Korean
advertisements is because they can shorten the distance with the audience
when they have similarities, and in that way, the theme and information

would be more easily to be accepted.

According to the culture dimension theory proposed by Hofstede, Korea
and China both have long power distance between superiors and
subordinates, and are highly collectivistic and long-term orientated.
However, unlike the traits of feminity and uncertainty avoidance in Korean
culture, Chinese culture shows masculinity and uncertainty accepting.
Those cultural characters are also reflected in anti-smoking TV public
service ads. For example, Korea's feminine culture makes people warmer
and gentler, more concerned about the good things in life. So that Korean
ads prefer to approach the theme in a more emotional way than presenting
threatening factors. In addition, uncertainty avoidance means Korean
audiences have doubts and worries about vague situations or things they
do not understand, and they resist change. Therefore, Korea's anti-smoking
TV ads use more ordinary people to perform, delivering messages by the
models that experienced the similar situation to audiences, and using the
friendliness and similarities to promote people’s interest and understanding.

On the other hand, the masculine culture of China is mainly reflected with

_48_



those more direct expression ways and threatening factors, which were
used to quickly achieve their purpose in anti-smoking TV ads. In other
words, there are tougher attitude and more direct way of expression In
Chinese anti-smoking TV ads. Furthermore, the uncertainty accepting
character makes Chinese audiences pay more attention to the necessity and
reasons for reform and change. Celebrities and experts’ high credibility and
professionalism will strengthen the importance of advertising information,
and through the favor and attention to the stars, public will be more likely

to spread that information.

Although there are some errors and problems in this study, the
research results are consistent with previous studies. Also, the results can
reflect the distinct cultures of Korea and China. It is hoped that this study
will provide some references for the development of anti—smoking
propaganda campaigns, and furthermore, help and improve the performance

of global anti-smoking propagandas.

Keyword: Anti—smoking Advertisement; TV Public Service Advertisement;

Cultural Difference; Comparative Study
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