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ABSTRACT

The study of contrasting—-comparing chinese letters’

sound revealed in Korean and Japanese languages.

- Specially the chinese letters’ sound found in

B, A

FCheonjamun(F %), and "Hunmongjahoe(dll 55 ),

Sungeun Kwak
Department of Japanese
Language and Literature
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women'’s University

The main purpose of contrasting the chinese letters of Korean with
Japanese language is to find and to compare how the two countries
accepted the Junggoeum (5 %) that China had introduced to them
through the comparison of Korean chinese letters’ sound and that of
Japan. Through this study we can presume the origin of chinese
letters’ sound in Korean language and it is also possible to think
over the similarity of chinese characters’ sound between Korea and
Japan. There were many scholars having studied the ancient Korean
chinese letters’ sound but unfortunately we still have difficulty of
lacking data. This dissertation analyzes the Sungmo( &),
Unmo(i#H ), Unmi(f#H)}E) of 3823  chinese letters found in

"Cheonjamun’ (T 5 %) and 'Hunmongjahoe’ (FIl %7 &)

First we can find in the analysis of Sungmo(# 1})



1. Sungmo(#% £})

The Sungmo(# f}) is pronounced differently in Oeum(!Z3F) as a
voiced sound or a voiceless sound but in Haneum(## i) and Korean
chinese letters’ sound all the Sungmo(#f}) is pronounced as a

voiceless sound.

So every voiced sound and voiceless sound is revealed in Japanese
chinese letters’ sound as an unaspirated sound but in Korean letters

a voiced sound or a voiceless sound are irregularly revealed.

1) Among Plosive [p t kl, [p] is pronounced as [f] in Japanese
chinese characters and as [p p’] in Korean chinese letters. And the
sound [t k], Japanese chinese letters has the original sound of them

but in Korean chinese letters each is pronounced as [t t'] and [k].

2) In the case of an Affricate [ts] and Frictional sound [s h fl, [ts
s] and [h] are separately sounded [s] and [k] in Japanese chinese
letters’ sound and [¥] is pronounced like [n] in Oeum (% %) and [z] in
Haneum (#: ¥). Korean chinese letters’ sound follows exactly the
China’s sound of [ts s h] but [f] is sounded [z] like that is

pronounced in Haneum (335 ).

3) When we deal with Nasal [m n pl and a Liquid sound [l], [m]
and [n] are sounded like [m] [n] in Oeum(!& i) and in Korean
chinese letters’ sound but they are revealed like [b] and [d] in
Haneum(# 3% ). And [p] is sounded like [g] in Japanese chinese
letters’ sound and omitted in Korean chinese letters’ sound. [1] is

sounded commonly as [r] in both countries.

2. Unmo(#E £F)



We call the vowel part of chinese characters Unmo(# ). Among
206 rhymes we classified them into 16 groups having same
Unmi(#i ) and similar main vowel though their rhymes are different

and call them 16 Sup(#).

Then we compared 16 Sup(##) in the order of classifying them into

16 from TongSupGll ) to HamSup (i ).

The result is

1) In the case of Japanese letters’ sound Unmo(#+}) is simplified
as much as Sungmo(F£}) is simplified by the vowel system of
native language. So Unmo(& ) of Japanese chinese letters’ sound is
the diverted reflection but when we consult the ancient
Gana(Hiragana)mark we can say that Unmo({#Hf}) of Japanese

language is the reflection of characteristics of Sup(##).

2) The Korean chinese letters’ sound has more fluent vowel syste
m than Japanese language has. In the course of accepting chinese le
tters on the basis of Korean vowel system, the reflection of athemati
¢ in HaiSup(# %), JiSup (IL##) having many rhymes is occurring wit

h more detailed division than in Japanese letters’ sound.

3. Unmi(iE &)

1) [m n gyl are pronounced in Korean chinese letters’ sound as
same as origin sound but in Oeum(® ) each is sounded as [m n]

[n] [ul], in Haneum (#% ¥ ) [y] is sounded as [ul] or [i] not like in & <.

2) [p t k] are sounded separately as [fu] [tu]l [ku ki] in Japanese

chinese letters’ sound and [t] is heard like [tu] or [ti] in Oeum (% %),



In Korean chinese letters’ sound [p t k] are pronounced [p 1 Kkl.
After all, we can say that Oeum (% i) of Japanese chinese characters

reflects the system of Junggoeum (w735 ) of China and Haneum (¥ %)
reflects the chinese sound of  the era after chinese
Junggoeum(# &y #%¥). And we can find that Korean chinese letters’
sound reflects China’s Junggoeum(*F # %) and also settled under the

influence of Korea’s characteristic sound system.
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