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ABSTRACT

A Comparative Study of Elementary Schools’ Chinese
Character Education in Korea and Japan and a Desirable

Phase for Chinese Character Education

Park, se jin
Department of Chinese Literature
Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

Both Korea and Japan have been using Chinese characters as a crucial means to
write for a long time. Japan has been conducting Chinese character education
systematically in native language classes from the elementary school period
considering Chinese characters to be important along with Gana ({i44) as a part of
their native language. In Korea, on the other hand, Chinese character education has
not been systematic as it is left to a school or teacher's discretion, yet 2009
National Curriculum revised has laid the foundation for students to learn Chinese
characters from the hours of the same ’subject group’ or ’'creative exploring
activities.” However, it is still not one of the main subjects but a selective subject,
so it have not secured enough instructional hours yet. Therefore, to understand the

fact of the current status of Chinese character education in Korea, this paper has



studied comparatively about the current situations of Chinese character education in
Japan which belongs to Chinese character cultural area as Korea. Also, this paper
aims to suggest a desirable phase of Chinese character education. Following is the
outline of this article.

First, the overall history of Chinese characters has been searched from its
introduction to Korea and Japan to the formations of vocabularies.

Second, to understand the reality and the policies of Chinese character
education in Korea and Japan, Chinese character education both in public and
private education represented by Chinese characters qualification test has been
searched. In public education, the changes of Chinese character education and
instructional Chinese characters both in Korea and Japan have been compared and
the differences are examined. In private education, current status and the system of
Chinese characters qualification test have been compared. As the problems of the
test in the two nations are found out, improvements are suggested.

Third, in the section of A Comparison of the textbooks of Chinese Character
Education in Korea and Japan, the current status and goals of Chinese character
education and the contents of the textbooks have been compared through the
elementary school's textbooks of Chinese character education in the two countries.
Also a desirable direction for textbooks of Chinese Character Education has been
suggested.

Forth, in the section of The Demands and the Desirable Phase for Korea's
Chinese Character Education, a survey has been conducted to collect teachers and
parents’ opinions about Chinese character education. Considering the result of the
survey and previous studies comparing Chinese character education between Korea
and Japan, a desirable phase of Chinese Character Education has been suggested.

Closing this paper, the author proposes several directions for Chinese character



education of elementary schools.

First, to conduct systematic education, it is necessary to establish a curriculum
for Chinese character education at the national level. When elementary
schoolchildren learn with systematic goals and contents, Chinese character education
can be normalized, and its effect would be maximized.

Second, instructional Chinese characters for elementary schools should be
selected. Since Chinese characters for elementary school education have not been
established in Korea yet, the levels of Chinese characters and vocabulary contained
in the textbooks differ. This may result in decrease of credibility for Chinese
character education. In Japan, on the other hand, elementary schoolchildren learn
Chinese characters step by step following its policy that has selected instructional
Chinese characters, so its educational level is higher than Korea.

Third, the goal of Chinese character textbooks should be based on improving
children’s vocabularies and making them manage their language lives. In order to
make it, it 1s essential to link Chinese character subjects to Korean subjects. At
present, since the goal of Chinese character education tends to mainly focus on
connection to that of middle schools, there are numerous textbooks including the
area of Chinese characters that is hard to be dealt with in elementary school
students’” language lives. As a result, it is easy to regard Chinese character subjects
as difficult ones. Therefore, Chinese characters should be educated as a form of
vocabularies in the contexts rather than single letters and those vocabularies should
be connected with Korean subjects.

As the proposals above are realized, the status of Chinese characters would be
established and the importance of it as a part of Korean language can be
strengthened. Furthermore, Chinese characters can be used as a common language

that smoothens exchanges among the nations in Chinese character cultural area.



[(Key Words]

Comparison of elementary schools’ Chinese character education, the policies of
Chinese character education, instructional Chinese characters, Chinese character
textbooks of Korea, native language subjects of elementary schools In Japan, a
curriculum of Chinese character education, composition of Chinese character

textbooks, Chinese characters qualification test.
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