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ABSTRACT

A Study on Han Seong-Ki’s Poetry

Kim, In-Kyung
dept. of Korean Language & Literature

Graduate School of Sungshin Women’s University

Han Seong-Ki is a poet who had written poems continually for
over 30 years from 1950's, the year he took the rostrum, to 1980’s.
As for the method of composing poems, he devoted himself to both
aspects of contents and forms, and concentrated on acquiring
poeticity. However, evaluation on Han Seong-Ki was done merely
through making light of him as the traditional lyricist. Therefore,
this study intends to inspect the poetic world of Han Seong-Ki,
joining the traditional lyric poetry and modernism poetry, and
reestablish his status in the poetic history.

This study classified the works of Han Seong—Ki into the aspects
of contents and forms to examine the works closely, and found out
organic relations. First of all, in the aspect of contents, it grasped
every form of adversity Han Seong-Ki faced as the alienating

situation between self-consciousness and the world. And
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consciousness of alienation penetrated deeply to the poet came to be
deepened gradually. However, Han Seong-Ki recovered sense of
unity with nature and tried to overcome his alienating situation.
And, here, nature came to be united with the will to control
alienating situation within him. In other words, nature as the object
of contemplation worked as the motivating power of salvation
united with the religious realization. Thus, Han Seong-Ki discovered
the existence of God in the nature, the embodiment of order and
eternity, and reached the state of identity more actively. Therefore,
religion of Han Seong—Ki became to be the principle and rule of the
objective order when it meets nature, and nature positioned as
principle and rule of life beyond the dimension of religion.

Next, in the aspect of forms, above all, it grasped the core
images appeared in the series of works repeatedly as the leading
images to direct works of Han Seong-Ki, and examined theme
consciousness through taking notice of the aim which such images
intend to reach eventually. For Han Seong-Ki, it showed that the
image of darkness aims towards consciousness of death, image of
the light reflecting from the water towards emotion of sorrow, and
image of fruit towards vitality. And then, it explored the tone of
the poet corresponding to his attitude of writing poems. It is
regarded that a tone of Han Seong-Ki from his works is a speaker
himself-oriented type, which is predominant of emotional function.
In other words, calm voice of Han Seong—Ki relates to the method
of relief stirred by realization inspected from the aspect of contents.

Finally, emotion of high-density Han Seong-Ki injected into the
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works stands out in the poetic language and line, and it has
poeticity built in language itself. Such poetic composing method
intensifies emotion and enhances concentration and density. That is,
Han Seong-Ki makes language itself violating syntactic structure
stand in front of the work. And, he tries to enhance perfection of
the whole works through foregrounding line-transition and key
words.

As shown from above, the definite contents, which reveal itself in
the works according to the changes of perception, are directly
connected with speculative depth of Han Seong-Ki. In addition, in
his conscious composing method, the poetic languages share close
mutual relations, create aesthetic repercussion, and greatly contribute
to raise the beauty of form in the works. Therefore, it is necessary
to pay attention to Han Seong-Ki in the context of depth of theme

consciousness and attitude of searching the poetic technique.

Key Words : Poems in 1950's, Traditional lyric poetry, Modernist
poetry, Consciousness of alienation, Nature, Sense of unity, Eternity,
Tone, Image of darkness, Image of the light reflecting from the

water, Image of fruit, Line-transition, Foregrounding
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