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ABSTRACT

A Study on Airline Cabin Crews’ Uniform Design
Applied with Hanbok

Kang, Zi-Young
Dept, of Clothing
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

Air transportation 1is the most advanced and rapidly growing
transportation means covering every place throughout the world, and
demand for its services 1is steadily increasing. In this situation,
competition among airlines is growing more intense, and global airlines
are trying to differentiate themselves through improved images and
diversified services in order to expand the boundary of the airline market
and to attract more passengers. In particular, cabin service is a key part
of airlines’ operation, and the uniform of cabin crews who receive
customers from different countries first and serve them for the longest
time has an importance influence on the first impression and image of
the country. For this reason, airlines in the world are designing uniforms
after the tradition of their country for their cabin crews, and by doing
so, they try to spotlight the unique image of their countries, display the
beauty of their culture, and differentiate themselves from their
competitors.

In Korea, however, although we have unique culture and traditional

dress ‘Hanbok’ superior to those of any other country in the world,
Korean airlines’ cabin crews wear only Western style dress without
utilizing the beauty of Hanbok for cabin crews’ uniforms, which are the
first impression of Korea. Thus, it is considered necessary to introduce
the beauty of Hanbok to domestic airline crews’ uniforms in order to
display the beauty of Korean culture and to enhance domestic airlines’
competitiveness.

Thus, the present study purposed to design airline cabin crews’



uniforms convenient for activities and matching with modern aesthetics

based on Korean traditional Hanbok and to suggest a direction for
introducing the beauty of Hanbok to airline cabin crews uniforms and
activating its use.

For theoretical background, I reviewed the characteristics of Hanbok,
uniforms and airline cabin crew, and surveyed cabin crews’ uniforms
designed after traditional costumes in foreign and domestic airlines. I
also selected Asiana Airline, which showed a strong will to reflect
Korean traditional beauty in its uniform, analyzed the corporate image
pursued by Asiana Airline, and set design directions as follows.

First, I propose designs for cabin crews uniforms that are original and
competitive, reflecting Korean traditional beauty found in Hanbok.

Second, the uniforms should reflect management philosophies pursued
by Asiana Airline and be helpful to form a positive image.

Third, the uniforms should be functional for cabin crews works and
enhance their work efficiency.

Fourth, the uniforms should be aesthetically beautiful, satisfying and
pleasing both crews and passengers.

Based on these directions, I designed spring/summer and
autumn/winter uniforms for stewardesses and stewards, and obtained
results as follows.

First, by extending the contemporary utilization of traditions to airline
cabin crews’ uniforms, I could design differentiated uniforms through the
application of the characteristics of Hanbok to the uniforms and found
potential for the development of new uniform designs for cabin crews.

Second, I confirmed that the traditional forms, colors and materials of
Hanbok can be recreated into designs demanded by contemporary
society, and they matched well with the items of Western dress.
Furthermore, I could suggest various applications of Hanbok.

Third, by applying three dimensional elements of Western dress such
as dart, princess line and armhole to Hanbok, I resolved inconveniences
in Hanbok and proposed uniform designs convenient for cabin services
and matching with contemporary aesthetics.

Fourth, using Asiana Airline’ corporate color and logo, I designed
uniforms in conformity with the corporate image.



I hope that the present study may contribute to the introduction of the
beauty of Hanbok in designing cabin crews’ uniforms, and furthermore
that Hanbok based designs may be developed in the future, the beauty
of Korean traditional culture may be recognized in the world, and
people’s perception of Hanbok may be changed in a positive way.
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