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Abstract

A study of stage costume design applying Korean
traditional clothes

-Based on "A Midsummer Night’'s Dream”-

Oh, Seok-Lan
Dept, of Clothing
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

The importance of culture is increasing day by day as industry in
connection with culture in the 21 century is regarded as ’'the century of
culture’. The importance of the traditional culture that has its own
competition differentiated from other countries is greatly being magnified,
with the world being the international market of globalization times as a
big single market. Korea, now that the interest of the world on Oriental
culture has been highly-elated, is also making an effort to the globalization
and popularization of the traditional culture due to the Korean Wave.

Korean traditional clothes (hanbok) under the institutional support such
as ‘Korean'(Han)-style business of the government are attracting people’s
attention to the globalization and popularization of the Korean -clothes

because of their superiority through the public relations by the images of
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dramas, the fashion shows of the Korean traditional clothes abroad and the
world leaders’ being in Korean clothes during APEC summit etc.

This study is that foreigners are focused on a difficult aspect to easily
approach in a public way if they couldn’t understand the Korean history
and culture, as the mostly precedent studies on the Korean clothes have
been considering the backgrounds of history, culture and dress in Korea.

That is, we will contribute to the globalization and popularization of the
Korean clothes when we make an effort to connect the backgrounds of
foreign history and culture with the Korean clothes in order to succeed in
the globalization and popularization of the Korean clothes.

"A Midsummer Night’s Dream” written by Shakespeare put on various
genres such as opera, ballet, movie, drama etc. And we could know these
things created stage costumes interpreted in a various sense according to
translation and direction. This study was to put stress on realizing the
popularization of the Korean clothes by applying the stage costumes of
play which directed "A Midsummer Night's Dream” into the Korean
clothes.

First, the presented work ( the Korean clothes) was in balance with the
time and space of past and present by designing the stage costumes using
silhouettes and lines on the skirt, trousers, Korean traditional jacket, Pyo
etc. of the Korean clothes .

Second, it was that the results of design that applied its colour to the
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traditional colours of Yin-Yang and the Five Elements expressed its
character, situation and time period symbolically.

Third, its materials were light and shiny, indicated a man of high rank
and expressed the world of mysterious spirit through the combinations of
cotton cloth, silk and patterned Nobang.

Forth, it wrapped up function as the stage costumes, plus the functional
aspects such as a zipper of trousers, a button of Korean traditional jacket
and a rubber band of trousers etc. applying the composition method of the
Korean clothes.

In conclusion, this study expressed the functional purpose and creativity
of work by designing the social and cultual backgrounds of the original
work as the Korean stage costumes and suggested a new possibility as
visual arts. And the Korean clothes will grow flowers in the world culture
with author’s expectation that they are in the public if we modernize the
inherent traditional beauty of the Korean clothes practically and

characteristically.
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