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ABSTRACT

The Aspects and Characteristics of versions

of Sukhyangjeon in Chinese character

Kim Hyun Kyung
Department of chinese Literature
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This study was initiated to examine the aspects and characteristics of
the versions of <Sukhyangjeon> in Chinese characters. Since it was the
work that was enjoyed in mass production of many versions in the late
Joseon Dynasty, the study on its versions is very important. The
investigation of different versions is very important in analyzing the
work, and if the difference is examined, it will also be meaningful in
studying the consciousness of the author and readers as well as the
characteristics of the work. In addition, since the versions of
<Sukhyangjeon> in Chinese characters will be the data that allow
understanding of the view of the class that could use Chinese characters
at the time, this study intended to examine the aspects of the versions
of <Sukhyangjeon> in Chinese characters, and accordingly to discuss

their differences and meanings of the theme.



There are a total of 12 versions of <Sukhyangjeon> in Chinese
characters, including manuscripts and printed books. Therefore, in this
study, such 12 versions were all examined. Firstly, bibliographies were
investigated, and the differences in proper nouns between versions
tabulated. The versions were classified into three groups according to
the similarity of proper nouns, and the best version of each group was
found while a representative version was set in order to study the
difference between the versions in detail.

The differences between the versions were divided into the
characteristics of each group that can be found through narrative
development and those of each that can be found through character
images. Five important parts in the plot of <Sukhyangjeon> were
examined for the narrative development while characteristics of each
group were examined for the character aspects through Sukhyang, Yi
Seon, Mago grandma, Kim Jeon, and the Noble Lady Jang. The
prominent characteristics found in each group were closely investigated,
and the resulting aspects and theme of each group are as follows.

Although the group abbreviated Korean version substantially, they
did not make a large change in the narrative development and central
plot. Although they succeeded to wunrealistic contents of the Korean
version for the narrative development, the faithfulness was weakened
while the fate was emphasized unlike the Korean version, which is a
juxtaposition of fate and faithfulness. The group have many parts
depicting the situations or characters, and describing them extensively,

and due to these characteristics, they tend to reveal the strong



Confucian ruling ideology and confirm the ruling order. The group
may be regarded as an adaptation using rational thoughts of the class
that could use Chinese characters since most scenes and characters with
strong fantasy elements have been omitted. These also strongly show
the aspects of the wit and beauty novels (Caizi Jiaren novels) that
emphasized love and the popular nature.

Thus, various differences in characteristics among the versions have
been found in the process of elucidating aspects and characteristics of
the versions of the <Sukhyangjeon> in Chinese characters, which further
highlighted the importance of the study on the versions. In addition, it
was considered that the difference in readers would have produced the
difference in the versions through the changes in the theme of each text
of the versions, and thus further studies to identify the readers are

warranted.
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