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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Classification of Chinese Sentences

— Focusing on Mood—

By Lee, Sung—Hwa
Dept. of Chinese Classics education
Graduate School of education

Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this study was to establish the concept and
system of mood, one of the classification standards in
Chinese sentences and to raise the understanding on Chinese
writing by describing its characteristics in a rational manner.
It was necessary to study mood that considered the
sentence as one of the grammatical categories so as to grasp
the in—depth meaning and it was essential to Investigate
mood in Chinese writing in order to accurately understand the
accomplishments of the ancestors. Nevertheless, the study on
mood has had some problems such as the absence of unified
terminology and concept, the subjective judgment of
researchers and the study limited to Eogisa (ifi%ai).
Therefore, in Chapter II, this study helped one understand
the classification in accordance with mood by means of
re—investigating the establishment of classification
corresponding to meaning & structure suggested in the
preliminary study. Then, in terms of the classification of
mood, this study set up the foundation of its systematization
and established the concept and sub-—classification of mood

with unique characteristics of grammar of Chinese writing, by



quoting standard linguistics while considering that Chinese
writing was derived originally from colloquial language.

First of all, the subjective attitudes appeared in Chinese
sentences were shown through Eogisa(GE%i); accordingly,
the concept of mood was defined as 'speaker's Eogi (GE%)
appeared in sentences.'

Then, mood was sub-—categorized through the multiple
classification method that had the first and second. In the
first classification, the functions of sentence were divided into
four sentences with regards to those of language. The
functions of language were 1) speaker's expression, 2)
statement on objects and 3) giving a message to the listener
and the sentences could be classified as declarative,
interrogative, imperative and exclamatory sentences according
to which one was more emphasized. The declarative sentence
focused on the statement of object, accident and fact and the
interrogative sentence demanded the answer from listeners
while focusing on giving a message to the listener.
Meanwhile, the command sentence required a certain action
from listeners and the exclamatory sentence emphasized
speaker's emotional expressions.

In the second classification, the sentence was classified as
standard sentence and non—standard sentence so as not to
exclude the meaning and function of Eogisa by reflecting the
unique characteristics of each sentence.

First, the declarative sentence was divided into standard
and non—standard declarative sentence according to the
presence of probability judgment. Of these, non—standard
declarative sentence expressed speaker's uncertain attitudes
towards future. However, if speaker showed an attitude of
guess and supposition, 1t was classified as a declarative

sentence representing guess and it was classified as a



declarative  sentence representing promise 1if speaker
promised one's action to him/herself.

Secondly, the Interrogative sentence was divided into
standard and non—standard interrogative sentence according
to whether the meaning of ‘interrogation’ was included.
Furthermore, standard interrogative sentence was classified
into explanatory, pro & con and alternative interrogative
sentences in accordance with the question methods and
non—standard interrogative sentence was classified into irony
and suppositive interrogative sentences in accordance with
the degree of confirmation for the information speakers knew.

Thirdly, imperative sentence was divided into standard
imperative sentence and non—standard imperative sentence
according to the methods of commanding expression. Standard
imperative sentence was sub—categorized into the imperative
sentence representing the indication, prohibition and request
in accordance with the presence of action performance and
listener's condition, while non—standard imperative sentence
was divided into interrogative and declarative imperative
sentence according to the forms.

Fourthly, exclamatory sentence was divided into standard
and non—standard exclamatory sentence according to the
methods of emotional expressions. Standard exclamatory
sentence expressed message and monologue in accordance
with the purpose of exclamation, while non—standard
exclamatory sentence was classified into interrogative and
responsive exclamatory sentences according to the forms.
This study would contribute to the rational establishment of
the grammar of Chinese writing based on the mood as the
standard of sentence classification and it would eventually

help one to understand Chinese writing.
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