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ABSTRACT

A Study of gender sensitive seen through

Beauty Culture in Ancient Times of Korea

Kim Ji Eun
Cosmetics Major

Dept. of Convergence Beauty

Graduate School of Convergence Beauty

Sungshin University

Throughout the history, make-up culture has shown various
ideologies, philosophy, ways of thinking and aesthetic sense of
different eras and been a barometer of culture, industries and
economic conditions. From ancient times to modern era, the
purpose and the meaning of make-up have changed along with
the standard of beauty beneath make-ups. However, the
timeless value of make-up lies in the fact that it means more
than just “a representation of beauty .

Nowadays, make-up represents individuals value and freedom
of  expression. Also, it  becomes competitiveness that
differentiates themselves from others. In this context, it can be
the first step toward understanding cultural ideology of modern
society to rediscover the history of Korean make-up culture in
terms of gender sensitive which becomes one of the most

important values recently.
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Amid the Korean wave, the economic success of China and the
weak Japanese beauty market, Korea's beauty industry is
enjoying an unprecedented success. International interest
toward Korean make-up products and make-up culture creates a
new word, K-Beauty. Also, the country's status and global
image has been raised by the industry. It is a very limited view
to regard this trend as a temporary cultural phenomenon which
starts from misunderstanding of Korean's make-up products and
make-up culture.

Therefore, the study contemplates the history of Korean
make-up culture and by analyzing the chronological changes in
gender sensitive, it rediscovers Korean make-up culture’s effects
on international society and its value. Also, on top of this
discussion, the study suggests ways for Korean make-up
products to raise Korea's national status.

Conclusions of the study are suggested below.

First, the study deals with the ancient make-up culture which
is the origin of Korean make-up culture in terms of gender
sensitive. In Dangun mythology, we can find an independent
woman Ungnyeo who discovered the effects of mugwort and
garlic all by herself and paved her own future path. Also, in
mural paintings recorded in the period of the Three States,
there are records of male's color make-up. In addition, we can
also find Hwarangs vivid make-ups and accessories in the era
of Unified Silla. According to these historical records, it is clear

that make-ups were not the culture just for women but
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representation of social status and aesthetic consciousness.

Second, the study contemplates the Goryeos make-up culture
that classified make-ups according to women's occupations and
social status. During Goryeo dynasty, the sexual culture was
open and women's status was guaranteed in household, but at
the same time it was the twofold society that prohibited women
from entering government services. Also, Bundae make-up which
was suggested by Taejo Wang Geon to gisaeng (Korean geisha)
who belonged to the country leads to negative perspectives

toward women's color make-up in the future.

Third, the study analyzes the Joseon dynasty before the
enlightenment period when women's social status was lowest
due to Confucian culture. In Joseon dynasty, cleanliness,
courtesy and appearance were important regardless of genders.
However, women who wore thick make-up like Bundae make-up
were treated with contempt due to denial of Goryeo dynasty and

Confucianism.

Fourth, the study examines the make-up culture of the
modern era after the enlightenment period. Make-ups of this
period were representation of the modern women's social
consciousness revolution, expression of intelligence and
performances of self-realization that rebelled against the social
stereotype. This trend coincided with negative perspectives

toward ‘make-up wearing women and was manipulated as a
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basis to women degradation and violation of women's rights.

Lastly, the study considers the era after 1960s when the
social entry of women became active. Korean make-up culture
made huge success thanks to economic boom, development of
pop culture and media and movement toward the global era.
Also, the social atmosphere that stereotypes grooming as
unmanly has changed. Now, Korean make-up culture is noticed
by the global society with the success of Korean wave, and it

has reached the peak, giving birth to a new word K-Beauty.

Now make-up is not just for women or the symbol of
femininity anymore. Gender sensitive that highlighted by the
modern society puts importance on the active social entry of
women, the expansion of women's rights, anti-authoritarianism
and resistance to the traditional division of gender roles. And
this made the society self-reflect the double standards toward
women's make-ups and raised the second thought toward
masculinity. Positive perspective toward grooming has made the
social value that saying appearance is competitiveness. In
addition to this change, the trend of naturalism and return to
the past expands make-up to well-being and well-aging that
pursues the harmony of internal and external sides. After the
Fourth Industrial Revolution arrived and YOLO (You Only Live
Once) trend has become viral, make-up is now recognized as an
important way of individuals' value realization and self

representations.
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Also, after 1990s, information spreads faster than ever due to
the development of the Internet and media while cultural
differences made by regional characteristics have become blend
after the borders between nations collapsed with the end of the
Cold War. By realizing this periodical change in advance and
seeing Korean make-up culture in terms of gender sensitive, we
can embrace diversity, important value in modern society. Also,
an attempt to cultivate Korean make-up culture based on this
kind of studies is expected to be an opportunity that makes Korea
as a new culture producer in the middle of the fast-changing

society toward multipolar system.
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