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ABSTRACT

A Study for Consolidating the Korean Geotourism

Park , Min Young

Major on Geomorphic Geography
Graduate school

Sungshin Women's University

(Supervised by Professor Park, Kyeong)

Since Jeju Island Geopark was confirmed as a Global Geoparks
Network member in October, 2010, which is for the first time in South
Korea, local governments have started to pay attention to their
geographical and geological resources to develop them as
geo—attractions. Geotourism is an important sector of geopark, as it
stimulates sustainable development, local socio—economic development
as well as educational effects, from which geo-scientific knowledge can
be communicated between the local population and the public. It is also
a rapidly emerging paradigm of nature-based tourism and is attractive
in terms of its year—round accessibility to the sites. As geopark is more
recognized by the public, geotourism is also expected to contribute to
the sustainable regional development by taking responsibilities including
nature protection, conservation of geographic heritage and community
involvement.

In South Korea, geotourism has been introduced to the public since

2000. Based on over a decade history, it is necessary to present how it
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can establish a platform for its further development and improvement
across the country. In this regard, this study is to demonstrate how to
develop Korean geotourim that is particularly applicable to domestic
environment based on the reestablishment of geotrousim.

Firstly, Korean Geotourism 1is redefined based on the precedent
studies, followed by the case studies from overseas geotourism and
geoparks, because there is not enough analysis from the domestic case
studies. In order to analyze domestic situation of geotourism, [ propose
to observe those guided tours provided by the Korea National Parks
Service and the Korea Tourism Organization in their websites. Also, it
1s necessary to grasp the geological and geographical eduction condition
from the tourism advisor curriculum.

According to the field investigation, there are various geotourism sites
where professional geological and geographical guided tours are
provided such as Seongsan Ilchulbong Tuff Cone and Geomunoreum
Lava Tube System in Jeju Island, and the Hoya Museum of Geography
and the DMZ Geography Park in Gangwon province. Operating bodies of
geotourim are vary including the government, municipal corporations,
universities, professionals and local residents.

For Seongsan Ilchulbong Tuff Con, which is led by the government
and local communities, natural heritage advisors are directly trained and
managed by the local government. DMZ Geography Park, which is
operated by a local university, is to develop geo-sites and train
advisors by university. Since Hoya Museum of Geography is run by the
geography teacher who 1is retired, he as a specialist manages the

museum and leads geo-site's trekking. Geomunoreum Lava Tube System
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in Jeju Island, in particular, is set up the most desirable provision in
domestic environment, where the local resident who is educated for the
natural heritage advisor, directs the management of geopark as well as
guided tour activities.

In this study, SWOT analysis is conducted to evaluate geotourism,
which are shown in different formats depending on an operating body.
In addition, based on the implication from those case studies of foreign
countries, I propose the Korean Geotourism model that a geotourism
organization is necessary in order to facilitate the collaboration and
sharing responsibilities among respective operating bodies.

The result of the analysis presented in this paper demonstrates that in
order to further development of geotourism in South Korea, a local
government has to establish a geotourim organization, under which
separate  administration offices and officers take professional
responsibilities. Geotourism organization can improve efficiency by
placing the department of academic research, department of local
residents cooperation and department of tourism respectively. In
conjunction with local universities, research centers as well as
geotourism professionals, academic department trains geotourism
advisors and develops education materials. Department of local residents
cooperation supports to have the local residents taking parts In
geotourism in terms of guided-tours and geo-sites management and
conservation. For department of tourism, it is necessary to facilitate the
geotourism by providing desirable contents to tourists and visitors.

I apply the geotourism organization model to Hong island in

Shinan—-gun and Haegeum river in Geoje island in this study. Although
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both regions are well know for their cruise tours, privately—guided-tour
on the cruise ship is insufficient in terms of delivering geological and
geographical information from geotourim perspective. Therefore, iIn
order to develop the desirable Korean geotourim, cruise tours at Hong
island in Shinan-gun and Haegeum river in Geoje island have to be
supported by the local governments through the geotourim organization
as well as the partnership among administrative bodies.

To sum up, it is important to discuss how the domestic geotourism

can be further developed and improved in this study.
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Australia (1) Kanawinga Geopark

Austria(1) Nature Park Eisenwurzen

Brazil(1) Araripe Geopark
Mount Lushan Geopark (WH) Fangshan Geopark
Geopark Wudalianchi (MAB) Leigiong Geopark
Songshan Geopark Funiushan Geopark
Yuntaishan Geopark Wangwushan-Daimeisha
Danxiashan Geopark n Geopark
Shilin Geopark (WH) Jingpohu Geopark

China (24) Zhangjiajie Geopark Taishan Geopark (WH)
Huangshan Geopark (WH)  Longhushan Geopark
Xingwen National Geopark Zigong Geopark
Hexigten National Geopark Alaxa Geopark
Yandangshan National Geopark  Qinling Geopark
Taining National Geopark Ningde Geopark

Leye-Fengshan Geopark
Canada (1) Stonehammer Geopark (WH, MAB)
Croatia (1) Papuk Geopark

Czech Republic (1)

Bohemian Paradise Geopark

Finland (1)

Rokua Geopark

Reserve Géologique de Haute Provence

France(2) .
Park Naturel Régional du Luberon
Petrified Forest of Lesvos
Psiloritis Natural Park

Greece (4)

Helmos Vouraikos National Park

Vikos-Aoos Geopark

Germany (5)

Vulkaneifel Geopark

Nature park Terra Vita

Geopark Swabian Albs

Geopark Harz Braunschweiger Land Ostfalen

Geopark Bergstrasse — Odenwald

Hungary and Slovakia (1)

Novohrad-Nograd Geopark

- 159 -




Iran (1)

Qeshm Geopark

Italy (7)

Madonie Natural Park

Parco del Beigua

Parco Geominerario Sardegna
Adamello-Brenta Geopark

Rocca di Cerere

Cilento and Vallo di Diano Geopark (WH)

Tuscan Mining Geopark

Japan (4)

[toigawa Geopark
Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano
Unzen Volcanic Area Geopark

Sanin Kaigan Geopark New

Korea (1)

Jeju Geopark (WH)

Malaysia (1)

Langkawi Geopark

Norway (2)

Gea—-Norvegica Geopark

Magma Geopark

Portugal (2)

Naturtejo Geopark

Arouca Geopark

Republic of Ireland (1)

Copper Coast

Republic of Ireland /
Northern Ireland (1)

Marble Arch Caves & Cuilcagh Mt. Park

Romania (1)

Hateg Country Dinosaur Geopark

Spain (5)

Maestrazgo Cultural Park
Subeticas Geopark
Sobrarbe Geopark

Capo de Gata (MAB)
Basque Coast Geopark

United Kingdom (7)

North Pennines AONB Geopark
North West Highlands — Scotland
Forest Fawr Geopark - Wales
Lochaber — Scotland

English Riviera Geopark — England
Geo Mon Geopark — Wales
Shetland Geopark — Shetland Isl.

Vietnam (1)

Dong Van Karst Geopark
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