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Abstract

A Comparison and Analysis of Music
Textbooks from Korea, the Philippines, and

Thailand.

Oh, Soo kyeong

Department of Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this study is to compare and analyze music textbooks
from the Philippines, Thailand, and Korea. Through this process,
suggestions are made for incorporating music from different cultures into

music education.

Middle school music textbooks from Korea, The Philippines, and
Thailand were first compared to each other. For the analysis, the principles
of multi-cultural education were examined, as well as the educational

system of the Philippines and Thailand.

In contrast with Korea, the educational system in the Philippines runs on
a 6-4-4 system, with 6 years of mandatory education elementary school, 4

years of middle school, and 4 years of university. Thailand, like Korea,
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runs on a 6-3-3-4 system, with 6 years of elementary education, 3 years

each of middle school and high school, and 4 years for university.

There are nine elements which serve as a basis of this comparison
between music education in Korea, the Philippines and Thailand, based on
the differences in the overall composition of the music textbooks: notes,
rhythm, form, notation, music history, vocalization, instruments, writing
music, and music appreciation. An analysis of these nine elements yielded

the following results.

In terms of musical elements, Korean music textbooks presented
them altogether in the context of a comparison between Western music
and traditional Korean music, whereas textbooks from the Philippines and
Thailand present each element separately. Textbooks from Korea and The
Philippines did not provide information on notation, nor did the Philippine
textbook contain information on writing music or music appreciation. In
contrast, the textbook from  Thailand presented all of the
aforementioned elements in detail through a variety of methods, with the

exception of Western music forms.

It 1s hoped that this work will serve as the basis for continued research
that takes a varied and detailed look into the history, culture and society
of different countries. It is necessary to examine traditional music from
various countries and explore ways in Wwhich it can be presented
alongside Korean traditional music. Furthermore, it i1s essential that
students be given opportunities to experience the music of various cultures

through their school music textbooks.
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