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ABSTRACT

Study on three-year old children’s response

of Korean picture books

Roh, Sang Kyung
Department of Education
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

This study examines how three-year old children respond to and interact
with teachers who read Korean picture books to them, with aims to
provide base data on literature education for three-year olds and to
suggest various ways to utilize the books as effective teaching materials

for young children.

In line with the above aims, two questions are posed, as follows:

1. How do three-year old children respond when their teachers read
Korean picture books to them?

1-1. How do they respond to the text?

1-2. How do they respond to the pictures?

1-3. How do they respond to the paratext?



2. What is the significance of reading Korean picture books in classes of

three-year olds?

A qualitative study was conducted on three-year old children at two
kindergartens — 16 children at Kindergarten “A” between August 26, 2014
and February 9, 2015; 16 children at Kindergarten “B” between March
11, 2015 and September 30, 2015—attached to public elementary schools
in small- and medium-sized cities in Gyeonggi Province while the

researcher was in charge of the classes.

The research data were collected during morning free activity sessions
and break time after lunch, by voice-recording or video-recording
teacher—children interaction processes in a natural classroom setting. The
collected data were transcribed into written text and analyzed by the

researcher.

The study resulted in the following findings, corresponding to the two

questions raised above:

Firstly, the children responded to text by repeating some parts of the
text read by teachers or imitating the teachers’ intonation. As the
children’s repeated reading experience accumulated, their level of text
comprehension increased: they predicted what would happen next in the
story or what the characters would say next. The children responded to

pictures visually and immediately, whereas they responded to text



acoustically and cumulatively. They showed interest in onomatopoeia and
mimetic words in the text, laughed at funny-sounding words, and
enjoyed the flowing cadences of repetitive or cumulative tales, those of
long sentences, and those of traditional children’s songs, which were

made into poems or picture books.

The young children responded to the pictures in the books by describing
what they were about and playing with words that came across their
mind when they saw the pictures. They freely went back and forth
throughout the story. They often pointed to the pictures while describing
them, using hand gestures typical of three-year old toddlers, which can
be classified into three categories: sensory exploration, as—if behavior,
and counting behavior. The children produced the postures, movements,

and facial expressions of the characters with their own bodies.

The children responded by exploring the cover and end paper of the
books or paying attention to the same book in a different size. The
children also tended to call the title of the books in abbreviated form
that signifies the books’ noticeable characteristics rather than in their full

form.

Secondly, teachers’ interaction with three-year old children by reading
Korean picture books to them has significance in that the toddlers can
gain shared reading experiences, recall previous personal experiences,

construct new meanings together, experience collective catharsis, enhance



mutual communication with the teachers, and develop an interest in

Korean folk culture.

The three-year olds recalled and reenacted their previous experiences.
They associated the content of the books with their previous
experiences, shared their own stories with other children, and expressed
their personal taste in colors, animals, and food. The children embraced
other children’s thoughts and impressions on the books and added their
own thoughts so that they could construct new meanings together.
Moreover, they felt the collective catharsis that comes from subjects
they can relate to, especially those associated with their conflict with
adults, who are their authority figures and nurturers. They also posed
questions about details of the books that the teachers had not noticed
and interpreted them in their own ways. The children tended to
remember details of the books, identifying them through their visual
perceptual discrimination, longer than adults and processed information
fast. Furthermore, they became familiar with Korean folk culture and

easily related to characters of their own age.
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