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ABSTRACT

South Korea, China, Japan and secondary school music

Comparative analysis of textbooks and the curriculum

Shin, Chea Yun
Major in Music Education
The Graduate School of Education

SungShin Women's University

This study observes the education system, with special emphasis on
textbooks, of three Asian countries: Korea, China, and Japan. This research
intends to provide references for reorganization of music textbooks in
Korea by contributing to the improvement of music education through
analyzing the differences in these three countries’ textbooks. This study
contains the analysis on the difference in the observable characteristics,
content, meaning of symbols, proportion of each subject, and content of
each subjects of each country’s textbook. The conclusion from the research
and comparison of the textbooks of the three countries is as following.

First, Korean and Japanese textbooks share many similarities in terms of
observable characteristics and content, while Chinese textbooks are
completely different. Korean and Japanese textbooks contain explanations of
theory and music history through cartoon, which Chinese textbooks are

lacking of.



Second, Korean textbooks prefer singing, taking up the highest proportion
with 50% among subjects. Following singing are appreciation, instrumental
music, composition, and comprehension which take up similar proportions
to each other. In Japanese textbooks, singing also takes up the highest
proportion with 38%, and appreciation takes up 27.5%. In Chinese
textbooks, appreciation takes up the highest proportion with 66%,; they
scarcely cover instrumental music, composition, and comprehension.

Third, for all three countries, domestic songs take up the highest
proportion for singing. For appreciation, Chinese textbook has the highest
proportion of domestic songs, 52%, while in Korean textbook, they take up
the lowest proportion with 349 among the three countries. For
instrumental music, Korean, Japanese, and Chinese textbooks contain 12
instruments, 2 instruments, and 7 instruments, respectively. Korean
textbooks help to study the most types of instruments.

According to my study, Korea, China, and Japan need to reduce the
difference in proportions of subjects and diversify the list of songs within
their textbooks. This can be achieved through active music interaction and

analyses on each others’ textbooks.
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