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ABSTRACT

A Study of Democritization in Korean Politics

Suh, Myung Koo
Dept. of Political Science & Diplomacy
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

Democracy is the rule by consent. The Public sphere, as an
area of civil society where the competitive public opinions
coexist, is a process producing such consent and a mechanism
justifying the rule by consent as well.

During the 6th Republic the politics in Korea is supposed to
have met the basic conditions or format of the public sphere
and opened the era of government by the public opinion.
There, however, remains the possible discussion of its political
instability and imperfection, though. Howsoever, the 6th
Republic is the period of transition to democratization. On this

assumption, the characters and qualities of the democratization
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of Korea can be clarified by the analysis of public s

the 6th Republic.

The Public sphere is composed of the confrontation of
dominant discourse with challenging discourse. During the 6th
Republic various discourses like democratization—discourse,
growth—-distribution— discourse, and unification—-discourse etc.
had been alternately or competitively taken sometime by the
ruling group and sometime by the challenging group. The
'discourse struggle' of the 6th Republic showed a great change
of 1its basic structure and aspect on the pivot of the merge of
the three parties. Before the merge, the 'regime-stabilizing
typed' discourse had been formed and then transformed to the
'regime—conflicting typed' discourse after. In the late period of
the 6th Republic, this kind of aspect disappeared and finally
the public sphere turned into the sphere of 'Silence'.

The characteristics of the discourse struggle of the 6th
Republic can be summarized like this: First, the discourse
struggle show the characteristic of the 'regime-stabilizing type'
before the merge of the three parties and the one of
'regime—conflicting type' after. Second the character of the
discourse is influenced rather by the various politico—social
factors and ideology than the social class. Third, the public
sphere 1s not always under control b the rationality of its own

but greatly influenced by the outer factors, that 1is, the
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government of the political fields. Fourth, the peo

strong pressure upon the formation of the discours
without. Fifth, the reformation—discourse ignoring the rea
situation makes the inroads into the foundation of the national
growth and moreover endangers the reformation itself. Sixth,
one of the overall characteristics of the discourse of the 6th
Republic gains the color of the anti—-Jaebols.

These characteristics typifying the public sphere of the 6th
Republic are made to be the same ones of the public sphere
of Korea after democratization. They are appreciated to act as
the limitation and the conditional factors of democratization of

Korea.
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