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Abstract

The editions and research status of Journey to the

west in Kroea

SUN, YUANLI
Dept. of Korea Language and Literature
Graduate School of SungShin Women's University

Advisor: Prof. Shim, Chi Yeol

The aim of this dissertation is to study on the meaning and the
features of “ Journey to the West” based on the prior studies.
Although it is a novel published decades ago dating back to the Ming
Dynasty, it still enjoys tremendous popularity among readers. The
novel, “Journey to the West”, has long been recorded not only in
China but also on text books in the late Goryeo Kingdom, which
demonstrates that Korean have showed their interests in this very
novel from a long time ago. However, up till now there has been no
such dissertation that systematically analyzes all existing studies on
“Journey to the West” in South Korea. Therefore, this dissertation

aims to analyze studies on “Journey to the West” published after 1970
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in South Korea and categorizes various studies systematically, hoping
to make a little contribution to the future studies in this area.

At the very beginning of this dissertation, a study on the introduction
of “Journey to the West” to South Korea is introduced based on
existing documents. Then, this dissertation classifies studies on this
novel published after liberation, especially after 1970s. Then, as for
the relating dissertations published till 2016, this study sorts them
according to different themes, namely, comparative literature, theme
and thinking, character study, derivative industry and other study
focuses. Based on the above research, the studies on “Journey to the
West” in South Korea are compared to those from China in order to
further research on the its literature value. At the end of this
dissertation, the meaning and the value of the masterpiece, “Journey to
the West”, are given with much appreciation of the valuable research

documents and existing studies.
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