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ABSTRACT

A study on South Korean humanitarian intervention in North Korea

Jeehyun Rhee
Dept. of Political Science and Diplomacy

Graduate school of Sungshin Women's University

Humanitarian intervention is a concept of human relief. Generally, it is
the use of force by a state, coalition of states, or multinational
organizations with the primary purpose of protecting the nationals of the

target state from massive violations of human rights.

The purpose of this paper is to explore the legitimacy of a South
Korean humanitarian intervention in North Korea. This examination is
necessary due to the severity and massive scale of human rights
violations in North Korea. The North Korean people are victims of
human rights abuses at the hands of their government because it
intentionally distorts the meaning of human rights and it wants to
maintain its governing system. In particular, South Korea can play a
significant leading role in an intervention for the following reasons. First,

South and North Korea have the same ethnic identity. Second, South



Korea has demonstrated genuine concern for North Korean human rights
through its record of aid to North Korea. Third, the act that South
Korea protects North Korean defectors who have reached South Korea
despite the risk of large-scale provocations can be seen as a form of
humanitarian intervention. Moreover, several issues call for bold action
by South Korea: upcoming changes in the North-South relationship, the
human rights of those kidnapped to North Korea and of prisoners of
war, and the punishment given to family members remaining in the

North when defectors arrive in South Korea and are given asylum.

South Korea should lead an effort to reach an international agreement
on the humanitarian crisis in North Korea and the legitimacy of
intervention, and it should take a major role in all stages of the
intervention process especially in regards to developing effective
strategies. These two steps will justify humanitarian intervention of

North Korea by South Korea. Should such situation arise in the future.

Humanitarian intervention is controversial because this doctrine is
highly likely to cause conflicts or wars. This paper acknowledges this
possibility and does not argue that intervention is the only solution.
However, the harsh treatment of North Koreans creates a great need for
humanitarian intervention. This paper examines the terms under which a
South Korean intervention in North Korea is justified. It is hoped that
research on the topic of North Korean human rights including this work

will contribute to a real improvement in the lives of North Koreans.
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