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ABSTRACT

Analysis on femme fatale character

styles expressed in Korean movies

— Focusing on the movies after 2000 -

Oh, Chae Eun
Make—up-Special Effect Make—up Major

Graduate School of Convergence Design and Arts

Sungshin Women’s University

TFemme Fatale’ means a woman who destroys men having fatal
attractions as the image of women which was sensationally popular in the
Decadent age in the end of the 19® century. This image has been shown
being spread in various media until today since it had taken concrete shape
in ‘Film Noir’, the crime movies of 1940s.

The 19" century’s Femme Fatale was the image of wicked women which
drives into catastrophe, but it has been changed to that of proud women
who love themselves and are honest about their desire in the 21° century
that women solidified their social position more.

This image of Femme Fatale is the character that has often appeared in



Korean movies which have a great ripple effect. However, the areas that
the woman type of the femme fatale image defined now can visually be
expressed are somewhat insufficient because they are limited.

In this light, it is thought that studies on analysis of femme fatale
character styles in the Korean movies which are released now are needed
for the various methods to express femme fatale characters that will be
produced in the future visually.

Therefore, this study examined the woman type of the femme fatale
image expressed in western paintings of the 19" century by classifying it
into 4 images of ‘cruelty, ‘mystery’, ‘salacity’, and ‘fascination’ and
considered and analyzed the femme fatale character styles of the Korean
movies since 2000 that the characters who are suitable for this woman type
by finding them. Therefore, the purpose of the study is that suggestion of
the characteristics of makeup, hair styles, and clothes, the visual aspect to
embody femme fatale characters will try to be helpful for development of
new characters of the femme fatale image which will be shown in Korean
movies in the future.

The results of this study are as follow:

Femme fatale of ‘the cruel image has irresistible beauty through
characters shown in the western paintings in the 19" century and the
Korean movie after 2000 and was expressed as the brutal temptress type
that cruelly kills men. Femme fatale of the cruel image was summarized as
the key words of ‘cruelty’, ‘brutality’, ‘destruction’, ‘fear’, ‘death’, ‘revenge’,
and ‘wickedness'.

The mysterious image’ was expressed as the temptress type that attracts

men strongly with supernatural power as the image that they ruin



themselves by being fascinated by it. The key words were summarized as
‘mystery’, ‘pureness’, ‘fantasy’, ‘abstraction’, ‘seduction’, ‘elegance’, and
‘supernatural power’.

‘The lascivious image’ was expressed as the image of the lascivious type
that tempts and destroys men with sex appeals and the key words were
summarized as ‘salacity’, ‘decadence’, ‘pleasure’, ‘bhodies’, ‘sexy’, ‘stimuli’, and
‘glamorousness’.

‘The fascinating image was expressed as the fascinating temptress type
that is forgiven for all sins by good looks only, the strongest weapon and
controls men and the key words were summarized as ‘Tascination’,
‘temptation’, ‘intoxication’, ‘voluptuous beauty’, ‘good looks’, ‘overwhelming’,
‘splender’, and ‘fatal’.

As the times changed, the image of femme fatale was gradually positively
changed. However, it can be found that the basic concept and general frame
of femme fatale showed the similar characteristics in the 19® and 21%
centuries. And the temptress type images of femme fatale which were born
by the 19" century’s artists could be found to have a great effect on the
present of the 215 century.

It is expected that this study will be helpful for development of the
woman type of new femme fatale characters in the future and studies
which suggest various women type characters will continue to be developed
to make femme fatale characters that will be shown in Korean movies be

more variously expressed.
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