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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Make-Up of the Korean Female

Gukgeuk and Japanese Takarazuka

PARK, SO YOON
Make—up and Special effect make—up Major
The Graduate School Convergence Design and Arts

Sungshin University

Modern people are exposed to a variety of culture driven by the rising
standard of living and increase their desire for culture and interest in art,
which has activated performance culture across many different genres.
Needs for performance culture have made rapid growth both domestically
and globally, facilitating the development of professional fields of
performance. The development of performance art has enhanced the
diversity of the stage types and the number of performances, demanding
specialization and segmentation in each field of stage performance.
Performance art is a total combination of diverse fields. It offers something
to see to the audience and improves the completeness of drama by
maximizing the visual effects of all the areas related to the stage including
make—up, hairdos, costumes, stage, and lighting.

Stage make-up is a means of promoting the understanding of performance

among the audience by externally altering and highlighting the personality



of a character that the actor cannot express. It has recently been promoted
as an area of visual art. There is thus a need for multifaceted researches
on stage make-up to systematically expand the knowledge and experiences
required for make—up, promote its understanding, and broaden its scope.
The purposes of this study were to investigate the make-up of traditional
performance by revisiting the female Gukgeuk, a type of traditional
performance art in performance culture in crisis of disappearance, and
Incorporating it into make—up, compare and examine it with Japanese
Takarazuka, and search for the developmental directions of the female
Gukgeuk.

As for the methodology and scope, the study reviewed literature and video
materials, photographs, and other written materials home and abroad to
establish the concept of stage make-up, examine its expressive methods,
and identify the related areas to consider for make-up. The study also
traced the backgrounds and changing processes of the female Gukgeuk and
Takarazuka to understand their respective characteristics and selected their
representative  works to figure out the application of make-up through
character and work analysis around the characters. The study also looked
into differences in make-up between male and female characters in the
female Gukgeuk and Takarazuka to understand make-up in traditional
performance. The make-up of the female Gukgeuk and Takarazuka was
analyzed to compare and analyze the male and female character make—up
and identify differences between them to figure out the stage make-up
characteristics of the Korean and Japanese opera companies.

The research findings were as follows:

First, stage make-up varied in thickness according to the distance between
the actors and the audience, was capable of changing shapes through an
optical illusion according to the expressive methods, and expressed the

intended characters by incorporating itself into phrenology, chromatology,



lighting, and costume related to make—up. The female Gukgeuk was created
as the female Gukak organization was founded by the female Gukak
performers that resisted the poor treatment resulting from the
male-dominated Changgeuk community that maintained the line of great
singers. Takarazuka was created as a girls’ singing company was set up to
promote the tourist products during the modernization of Japan. It was
found that the preservation of a traditional genre would be difficult without
the support for its development through systematic education.

Second, the analysis results of three female Gukgeuk and Takarazuka works
each show that there were no broad changes to make-up, hairdos, and
costumes in the female Gukgeuk because the characters had no big changes
due to the flat materials and limitation to the content of classical novels. On
the other hand, there were various interpretations of the same Takarazuka
works according to direction. Make—up, hairdos, and costumes went through
various changes in a variety of works including the Japanese ones, period
ones, Western ones and revues, thus contributing to the maintenance of the
broad spectrum of the audience.

Third, the representative way to express a male character through stage
make-up in the female Gukgeuk was to use a darker skin tone than a
female character and create big eyebrows, thick nose shadow, and dark
eyes. The unique make-up to the female Gukgeuk has continued throughout
its history. There were two patterns of the make-up of female characters in
the female Gukgeuk; one was to create a strong nose shadow and hairline
to highlight stereopsis, and the other was a natural look influenced by the
natural make-up.

Fourth, the male characters in Takarazuka were expressed with a light skin
tone, various colors of eye shadow, round lines on the lips, and long wavy
hair, which is an original male expression in Takarazuka different from the

old ones. In Takarazuka, the female characters were expressed with a



lighter skin tone, addition of pink, and colors of high chroma for feminine
expressions compared with the actresses of male characters.

Fifth, the comparison and analysis results in the make-up of male
characters between the female Gukgeuk and Takarazuka reveal that they
used many shape changes in the dark skin, broad forehead, and high nose
and also thick and angular lines to highlight masculinity in the female
Gukgeuk. In Takarazuka, they used a light skin tone, colorful make—up,
beak—shaped eye lines for bigger eyes, and long eyelashes to express male
characters.

Finally, the comparison and analysis results in the make-up of female
characters between the female Gukgeuk and Takarazuka indicate that both
of them used a light skin tone, added pink, and applied red of high chroma
for the lips. While the dark eyebrows and nose shadow displayed the
remnants of the time when make-up was first introduced in the female
Gukgeuk, Takarazuka created an optical illusion of bigger eyes with bigger
eye holes and beak—shaped eye lines.

The study on make-up expressions identified the stage make—up
characteristics of the Korean and Japanese female opera companies,
understood common people’s perceptions of the female Gukgeuk, and
searched for its developmental directions by analyzing the characters and
make-up of Takarazuka performance. The study will hopefully trigger more

researches on the female Gukgeuk across various areas.
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