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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Teaching Method of Auxiliary
Particles '(i)na’ and '(i)rado’ for Intermediate Korean

Learners

Oh, Song Hui
Department of Korean Language and Literature

Graduate School of Sungshin Women’s University

This study aims to reveal the utility of understanding the pragmatic
meanings of auxiliary particles in facilitating intermediate Korean learners’
advancement to the advanced level. Additionally, it proposes effective
teaching methods for instructing the pragmatic meanings of auxiliary
particles. To achieve this, the study reviews discussions on pragmatics in
second language education and Korean language education, analyzes the
usage patterns of auxiliary particles among native speakers and learners,
and examines how the pragmatic meanings of auxiliary particles are
presented in Korean dictionaries and textbooks.

The research focuses on the auxiliary particles ina and irado, which
convey secondary meanings. These particles are introduced as having
similar meanings at the intermediate level. However, survey results
indicate that despite being part of intermediate grammar, advanced

learners frequently make errors in using these particles. This suggests

_78_



that learners approach auxiliary particles primarily from a grammatical
perspective, failing to consider the various pragmatic contexts surrounding
their use. To address learners’ difficulties with pragmatics, this study
applies the learner-centered OHE (Observe-Hypothesize-Experiment)
model to propose teaching strategies.

The proposed teaching methods emphasize proper selection over
appropriate utterance construction, aiming to help learners extend their
understanding of the grammatical meanings of auxiliary particles into
practical usage. Thus, the study’s significance lies in its development of
instructional approaches that support learners from the initial stages of
recognizing auxiliary particle usage, enabling them to effectively apply

what they have learned in communicative contexts.

Keywords : Auxiliary Particles, Pragmatics, OHE Teaching Model, Korean

Language Education, Instructional Strategies
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