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ABSTRACT

A study on the Korean church’s awareness of public spaces

Choi, Sun-Min
Dept. of Industrial Design
Graduated school of

Sungshin Women’s University

This study focuses on Korean large church’s awareness of public space.
Therefore, the purposes of this study are to examine the publicness of
current church space from the structural aspect based on the theoretical
arrangement of publicness and Protestant Church space and investigate
church’s design demanding environment and consideration in the future
by comparative analysis on the survey through the awareness of design

expert group and minister group.

In spite of the short history, about 130 years, Korean Protestant Church
was rapidly grown as a social space. Until now, negative aspects of
church has been emphasized in society as the function of church is
uniformed as the ‘place of only worship’ and it has been quantitatively
grown in an aspect of independent space without any harmony with

regional society. However, it performs a part of social functions and is
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in charge of toe roles through the minister's efforts to change the
concept of church space to positive awareness and several trials/errors
of space designers. Meanwhile, there is a possibility of various spatial
changes for communicating with outsiders. It can be easily confirmed in
the aspect of physical space which changes the function of existing
space or form new space so as to aware an importance of public space
and perform the function of concrete ministry while the weight of church
1s greater in regional society.

However, church is aimed at the space opened to regional society, but
it’'s rare that the whole space of church is opened by dividing into public
space and private space clearly. Therefore, it is current situation that it

does not be recognized to most of people as a public space.

The process of this study is as follows.

The 1% chapter described background and purposes of this study, range,
method and limitation of this study and the 2nd chapter considered social
demands for the publicness of modern space and spatial value of public
space through the results of documentary and precedent researches. Also,
it examined church’s spatial organization and function based on modern
church’s changes and mission, relationship with regional society for
securing publicness and church’s roles and described general matters for
church’s current situation through the social relations of each

organization. And, it arranged the stream and changes of Korean church
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space’s plane type by periodical characteristics, described publicness
characteristics of modern church and concretized the understanding of
the whole awareness that church must advance as a public space.

The 3" chapter, a survey of modern church’s public space, researched
physical situation so as to secure publicness characteristics of publicness
for 10 churches located in Seoul. The items of research were openness,
connectivity and hierarchy. The frequency of total 13 sub-factors was
measured and it was visualized on the floor plan. In addition, results and
characteristics of the research were considered by graphs and photos, so
the developmental possibility of current church space as a public space
was examined as well as the contents of survey questionnaires were
drawn.

The 4™ chapter is a survey for the analysis of this study. The survey
was organized by items of design environmental direction by church’s
design demanding environment and consideration in the future, including
church’s publicness and social roles. Awareness of designers of church
space and university students (graduate school students) of design on
church space’s publicness and percentage of church space’s publicness
awareness of ministers using church building initiatively and university
students (graduate school students) of theology were compared and
analyzed with SPSS Subprogram. And, the 50 chapter was described as

the whole conclusion.

The results of this study’s research and survey are as follows.
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The first, the average rate of subjective church’s internal public space
securing (public space/the whole spacex100) was 57.55% and it secured
more than the half of the whole space. It was rare that most of
churches opened the whole of their space because of the problem of
actual management.

The second, church has meeting spaces lots of people can gather and
educational rooms and its structure is for accepting various communities
actively. Generally, lots of church’s visual opening factors are in lobby of
the first level and halls of each level. Most of them have more than 2
supplementary entrances besides central entrance so as to increase the
accessibility and there were table, chair and space for internet, etc. so as
to prepare resting space. The chapel organized widely by duplex type
showed conditions which can be used for concert, theater, etc. In
addition, since the middle stage of 1990s, churches have used glass by
opening of external wall, so there were lots of types of opened space
visually if seeing from the outside. In case of connectivity, the passage
between the spaces for the connection was used for not only moving
purpose but also worship purpose on Sunday and resting purpose on
weekdays with chairs. In addition, spaces of similar function are
consecutively arranged in corridor, so free-standing wall was established
by usability and the space was utilized efficiently by variability. As the
space was higher vertically after the 2000s, the range of location of
elevator and stairs and number by their using was expanded and the

connectivity of external space should be also considered for spatial
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utilization and accessibility. The structure of hierarchy was mainly
appeared in worship room and educational room and those places showed
a possibility of the place suitable for performing cultural function for
several people by letting communication smooth and helping in focusing
the surrounding on one place.

The third, as the result of survey, designers related to church space,
university students (graduate school students) of design, ministers and
university students (graduate school students) of theology will play an
environmental roles in regional society based on the publicness of church
space and recognized it was positive for church development. Especially,
worship space has the highest publicness, so it can expect the possibility
of active utilization as a space which can design cultural performance,
etc. besides original purpose of worship. In addition, affirmation was
highly recognized for the evaluation and necessity of church space’s
openness. Especially, for the obstacles of openness, ‘internal solemn
atmosphere like enterprise’ was the highest and the awareness of
minister was higher than that of designer. And, in the design demanding
environment, awareness of minister was higher than that of designer in
items of ‘expression of religious meaning’ and °‘location of elevator and
stairs’. Awareness of designer was higher than that of minister in items
of ‘utilization of green space’, ‘variability of space’ and ‘connectivity with
external space’. Awareness of two groups was high and there was no
difference in items of ‘direction and location of entrance’ and ‘whether or

not mediated space (hall, lobby) in each level is existed’.
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Also, in the consideration of church’s design, designer showed higher
awareness for ‘space of smooth communication’ than minister. Awareness
of minister was higher than that of designer in items of ‘worship
space=cultural performance’. In addition, the items of ‘church’s
accessibility to several places’, ‘form of space’, ‘openness’, ‘liveliness’,
‘space of smooth communication’, ‘worship space=cultural performance’,
etc. are considered to be the highest design consideration for two
groups.

Therefore, church space should consider people’s accessibility and be
planned by the design everybody can approach easily by referring the

related people’s awareness of space in the future.

Key Words: Korean Church, Public Space, Church’s Awareness of Space
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