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ABSTRACT

A Research on the Korean Najeon Lacquerware

Jo, Sookhee

Korean Cultural Contents Department
Graduate School of Cultural Industry and Arts
Sungshin University

Najeon lacquerware is one of Korea’s traditional lacquerware decorative
techniques, which involves applying lacquer to an object. It is a process that
suits the characteristics of the material, decorating and gluing
mother-of-pearl on top of it, and finishing it with lacquer. As Korea’s
traditional and original najeon lacquerware culture has gained attention in the
world, it is being re-evaluated.

Therefore, the purpose of this thesis is to explore the Korean najeon
lacquerware culture to shed light on the value of cultural transmission and
to find ways to develop it further. For this purpose, I conducted interviews
with Lee Hyung-man, National Intangible Cultural Heritage No. 10, two
practitioners, and four trainees on the transmission and change of Korean
najeon lacquerware culture in 2024. I explained the purpose and process of
the study to interviewees individually before the interview and they
consented to participate in the interview. The interviews were conducted
one-on-one from April 22 to May 6, 2024 as semi-structured interviews.

I categorized the data into the life and transmission of Najeonjang, materials
and tools of najeon lacquerware, juleumjil technique of Najeon lacquerware,
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and changes and development of najeon lacquerware culture.

First of all, najeonjang Lee Hyung-man emphasized the importance of
constant research and development, adaptation to changing tides, and honest
endeavor in his work as a philosophy for creating Najeon lacquerware.
Besides these, he underlined the importance of passing these techniques on
to his students and trainees.

Secondly, Najeonjang Lee highlighted the importance of having a discerning
eye in choosing the materials, such as baekgol(wood for production) and
mother-of-pearl, and made it a basic rule to check the materials before
starting the production process. He also made his own tools to suit the needs
of the lacquerware he was making.

Third, Najeonjang Lee stressed the importance of not neglecting any of the
45 steps in the process which requires significant patience. Furthermore, he
has researched how to preserve the product without changing its purpose.

Fourth, while najeon masters and trainees expressed the view that the
traditional techniques for making najeon lacquerware should be preserved,
they also mentioned the need for changing the materials and tools used, the
perception of value consumers have for najeon lacquerware, and the designs
and patterns they prefer.

From the above, it can be seen that the cultural transmission of Korean
najeon lacquerware has both historical value as an intangible cultural
heritage in that it has been continuously recreated and passed on by
community members over generations, and also artistic value as a tangible
cultural heritage as excellent craftmanship styles converge. In addition,
Korean najeon lacquerware has a sustainable environmental value as it was
originally made with natural materials and handmade techniques that are
harmless to humans. In order to develop the Korean najeon lacquerware
culture with these values, it is necessary to educate people about its unique
history through various channels. What is most urgent is to ensure that the
tradition is not lost and is preserved for future generations. In addition, to
improve the lacquerware production reserch must be conducted in developing
technologies, design, color, and harmony of the lacquerware to improve the
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perfection of the lacquerware production work. Moreover, places for
experiential education should be formed so the public can easily encounter
and learn about najeon lacquerware and can thus recognize the value of
najeon lacquerware as having a special spirit of craftsmanship. Increasing
publicity will also help to raise awareness of the value of najeon
lacquerware culture to help the public make value judgments and choices.
Finally, it is necessary to prepare policies for the industrial development of
cultural products so that Najeon lacquerware can grow as a K-Craft not only
in Korea but also overseas.
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