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ABSTRACT

A Study on Development of Women’ s Movement by

Female Artists in Korean Modern Times

Roh Hyunhwa
Department of Art History
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This study examines the development of women’ s movement carried out
by female artists by focusing on Haesuk Na, Mugil Bang, Chilsung Jeong,
and Sukjong Lee who were female artists and female activists during the
modern times. By spotlighting the women’ s movement during modern
times in aspect of art history, this study attempted to examine the female
artists’ activities for women’ s movement in detail and tried to focus on
the background for female artists appearing as the modern women. In
modern Korean times, various phenomenon newly appeared. Among them,
the women’ s movement developed after the advent of modern women
and art field also newly appeared as the outcome of new culture during
modern times.

Thus, this study first examined the background of starting of overall
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women’ s movements during the modern Korean times and spotlighted the
importance of female artists in the female movement occurred from 1910
to 1920. In the body’ s last paragraph, this study focused on modern new
education and new thought as the background for development of
women’ s movement by female artists acting as the new women. In
addition, this study classified the ideological categories of each female
artists. For instance, Haesuk Na covered liberal female rights issues in
1910s while Mugil Bang addresses nationalist women enlightenment issue in
1920. Also, Chilsung Joeng talked about socialistic female class release
issues in 1920s and Sukjong Lee who first covered nationalist women
enlightenment but later changed. By classifying the ideological categories,
this study analyzed the connective development of women’ s movement by
female artists.

In the analysis on women’ s movement conducted by female artists
during modern Korean times, the result showed that the artistic
characteristic was visualized. In female education course during the modern
times, the art field was emphasized and the women could easily become
art teacher by majoring in art. Therefore, female artists could advance to
society and carry out economic activities. Furthermore, through the
national exhibition system such as the Joseon Art Exhibition held by
Japanese Government General of Korea in 1922, the female artists could
express the status of women in competition with men. Also, in the modern
Korean times, women could be socially emphasized through exhibitions such
as solo exhibition and nationwide exhibition tour.

This study examined the development of women’ s movement by female
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artists by focusing on the characteristics and strengths of art fields. This
study aimed on how female artists during the modern Korean times
focused on enlightening and releasing Korean women based on sense of

independence and contributed to various aspects of women’ s movement.
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