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ABSTRACT

Comparative Analysis in Geography

Textbooks Between Korea and Japan

Lee, Jin Woo
Major in Geography Education
Graduate School of Education
Sungshin Women's University

(Directed by professor Yang, Bo-Kyung)

The more globalization progresses, the more active became
interchanges among countries and the more 1important became
understanding of our own country and other countries. In this regard,
the geographical education by which learners understand natural and
human environments of various areas in the world is of more importance
than before.

The purpose of this thesis is to review structures and features of
Korean geography textbooks by comparing i1t with those of Japanese
geography ones which have had an effect on curricular in Korea because

of the geographic and historical closeness of the two countries and similar
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overall curricular. As well as this purpose, results of this thesis can show
how to improve geography textbooks of Korea.

The order to develop researcher’s point i1s as below.

First, before analyzing contents of Korean textbooks by comparing them
with Japanese ones, textbook systems of Korea and that of Japan in order
to understand educational curricular in the two countries were compared in
Chapters 2 and 3, and then, how geography textbooks of the two countries
have been progressing over the years were considered.

Second, the main parts of this thesis are Chapters 4, 5 and 6. In chapter
4 the way how each of the Korean geography textbooks and Japanese
ones describe its domestic country is shown. In chapter 5, how Korean
geography textbooks and Japanese ones describe the counterpart country’s
geography 1s disclosed. And in chapter 6, how each of the Korean
geography textbooks and the Japanese geography textbooks describe the
geography of China is analyzed, respectively.

Results of analysis are as follows.

First, though textbooks of both of Korea and Japan are now being
published by means of official approval system, the most fundamental
difference between the textbooks of the two countries is that Japan has
made up for the problems found in the official approval system by means
of a system which is similar to a free publication system for a long time,
while the current stage of Korean textbooks looks closer to the a
government authorization system because korea i1s at the beginning stage
of the official approval system.

Second, as a result of review of progress of geography textbooks of

Korea and Japan, we will be aware that the textbooks of the two countries

_88_



reflect current phases in those days and the phases help us catch features
of those days. The difference of textbooks of Korea and those of Japan
from the point of content developments and organization i1s that high
school geography textbooks of Korea separately adopted a systematic
geographic method and a regional geographic method unit by unit where
three parts are subdivided into [Korea geography, , [World geography
, and "Economic geography, , while those of Japan adopted mutual
supplementation of the systematic geographic method and the regional
geographic method where textbooks are subdivided into Geography A |
and "Geography B .

Third, analyzing on how Korean geography textbooks and Japanese ones
describe their own countries’ geography in chapter 4, it was found that the
number of visual learning materials, such as maps, pictures and diagrams
are much increased. Besides, the most remarkable feature of Japanese
geography textbook i1s the way they explain about Japanese associated
with the other whole world.

Fourth, as a result of analysis in description of Korea in Japanese
textbooks, it was found that Japanese textbooks still wrongly describe
Korea. Therefore, more vivid discussion and cooperation in both
governmental and non-governmental circles of the two countries are
needed in order for the textbooks of the countries to describe correct
contents.

Fifth, as a results of comparison of description about China shown in
Korean geography textbooks and Japanese ones, the average number of
learning materials in textbooks of Korea was average 24.3, while that of

Japan was average 17. A learning material of highest frequency of Korean
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publishing companies was 'photographs’ with ’'diagrams’ being next
frequent and ’'maps’ being lowest frequent, while that of Japanese
publishing companies was 'photographs’ with 'maps’ being next and
"diagrams’ the lowest. Among the researched textbooks, ’Jihak-Sa’ was
found to be the one who contains the most learning materials in Korea,
and ’'Jeguk-Seowon’ in Japan. Additionally, Korean geography textbooks
are organized to help students learn both of natural phenomena and human
phenomena of China, while Japanese ones focused on human phenomena of
China, such as politics and economy.

Based on the aforesaid results, some suggestions can be made for the
improvement of geography textbooks of Korea.

First, in the 7" educational curricular, the amount of sentence
explanations of geography textbooks were considerably decreased and
descriptions by means of visual materials such as maps, pictures and
diagrams were increased in place of the reduced sentence explanations.
Excessive learning amount is still hard on students, however. Thus,
systematic changes in content organization of geography textbooks are
required in order to build up students’ geographic thought.

Second, students tend to consider geography as a subject needing
memorizing. To reduce this tendency of students, geography textbooks
should be organized based on real daily life.

Finally, alterations in structures of contents of geography textbooks are
needed. The most remarkable feature of geography textbooks of Japan is,
as mentioned above, the way to treat a specific area as an organic part of
the whole world; specially, the way to explain the specific area by

combining and associating world geography and Japanese domestic
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geography, which helps students think of the world and Japan as a
combined one. This feature is expected to suggest one unified geographic
thinking. In this regard, it will be necessary to positively consider

induction of this type of organizing system to Korean geography textbooks.
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