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ABSTRACT

A comparative study on high school art

curriculums in Korea and Sweden

Choti, Jin a
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Sungshin Women s University

Today, we live in the digital society and information age of 21st
century. We become keenly aware of the necessity of educating
talented people who focus more on the future and with the ability of
creative thinking. Along with this, as social and economic structures
are converting toward the direction that values knowledge and cultural
education, it is a world wide trend that importance of culture and arts
education is even further increased. Moreover, there is the suggestion
that ‘"creative talents promotion for future demands" as a key
consideration to seek in 2009 revised education courses in Korea.
However, unlike Korea's educational vision and this type of world
trend, current middle and high school education still has an inflexible
education system that put focus on college entrance examinations.

Arts education that is the base to develop creativity is shrinking.

Therefore, in this thesis, Sweden, with selection centered education
curriculum similar to Korea, was selected as the country of
comparison in the analysis. In Swedish education, educators realized
the importance of fine arts education from the beginning of mid 19th

century, and established a distinctive model and system of fine arts



education. The purpose of this research is on arranging measures for
effective fine arts education through the comparison analysis of these

two countries.

This research 1is comprised of followings. First, we try to
understand the concept and purposes of fine arts education, and
features of two country's education systems. Second, in terms of
Korea's fine arts education history, we explore the operating system
based on education system changes from before "Gapogyeongjang" or
modern system reform. Third, after effectively analyzing current
education curriculum, which i1s 2007 revised education curriculum,
revision direction and key points of 2009 revised education curriculum
was also analyzed. Fourth, The establishment process of Sweden's
fine arts education system was reviewed in the historical context.
Fifth, comparison research was conducted based on the analyzed
contents regarding current education curriculums of the two countries.
Sixth, we suggest improvement measures for issues that are grasping

of Korea's fine arts education and stable development.

When reviewing the results of comparison analysis, first, there is
one thing in common that both countries are applying selective
education curriculum. But types in Korea's high school varied, and
divided by affiliations whereas, Sweden has a distinctive type of high

school system integrating all affiliations.

Second, when looking from the point of view of education
curriculum organization management, there are differences in teaching
hours and optional subjects of fine arts subject, and scopes and
evaluation ratings of art curriculum group. For teaching hours, 1 hour
of national common basic education curriculum, and 2~3 hours of
selection oriented education curriculum are given in Korea. In

comparison, Sweden has a concept of completing courses not hours



per week, and for three years of high school period, art related
subjects should be taken based on individual's taste and preference
within total of 1350 credits. For number of selection subjects, Korea's
selection oriented education curriculum consists of "Fine Arts and
Life", "Fine Arts Appreciation", and "Fine Arts Creation", schools in
Sweden provide about 40 of various range of selection, including level
of difficulty, and various types of genre depending on schools.

In art curriculum scope, Korea includes two subjects, music and fine
arts. In Sweden, the scope is broad and consisting of five subjects
including fine arts and design, dancing, fine arts and esthetics, music,
and play, and it makes consolidating interaction. For evaluation rating,
it consists of three levels such as good, fair and poor, and it is

broken down to A to F levels.

Third, there is an entrance examination for College of Fine Arts in
Korea related to condition of college entrance. Whereas, condition to
enter college in Sweden is portfolio, self introduction, and interview.
College entrance takes place based on various experience within

public education system without extra private education.

Generated suggestion based on these results are as following. First,
sufficient teaching hours should be ensured legally. Second, various
selective subjects should be open and art curriculum group should be
integrated. Third, the concept of "Life—long education" should be

corrected and vitalized.

Fine arts and selection oriented education curriculums should be
operated in order to realize desirable human characters by learning
subjects chosen by oneself based on creative spirit and artistic skills,
pioneering courses, and contributing to the development of nation and

global community.
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