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ABSTRACT

A study on the literacy education for readers

Choi, Yu Jin

Dept. of Korean Literature
and Language Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

This study examined a scheme for critical education in literature
by seeking activities in reading literary texts and writing
criticisms in order to improve readers' literary abilities.

A paradigm of literacy education has changed not only to help
students understand and appreciate literary works but also to
encourages them to create new works. As a result of
constructivism which affects learner—centered method in literary
education, it is emphasized that readers should appreciate literary
works and create new works.

Literary criticism logically and analytically explores: what
literature is; what literary works signify; what writers want to
say. In order to truly understand the works, readers need to get

educated to criticize literary works. As they analyze the works,
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they understand the works so that they create their own works.

Unlike normal text reading , readers should aesthetically
appreciate literary texts. It doesn't mean readers understand what
the works literally. In other words, readers can judge their values
comparing with their own experiences and internalize what they
haven't previously experienced.

Besides, teachers should help their students identify literary
works in order them to be able to write criticisms. When students
write critical essays, they should deliver what they think in their
own words with analytical and objective evidence that supports
their arguments. It 1S necessary to express the reader's
acceptance of the literary text with the objective and analytic
attitude, not to only enumerate their comments.

Because ‘criticisms’ mean differently in many other studies
conducted before, I define the term. ‘Criticism’ in this study
means ‘an analytical evaluating article in views of their aesthetic
and ethics values,” as 2007 Educational Curriculum defines.

The study suggests two plans for critical education in literature:
One is how to read literature texts, and the other is how to write
critical essays about the texts. Students have to read literary
works in their own ways; through the works, they reflect on
themselves so that they can understand others and contribute to
improve their culture and societies. The study focuses on
encouraging readers, who have been excluded in literature

education, to get involved. In addition, the study signifies that
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readers should 1identify them with literary works by writing
analytical and critical essays, not merely confining them in

appreciating the works.
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