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ABSTRACT

A Study on Early Adaptation Process of the
Newcomer Toddlers entering Child Care
Center during the Semester

Chun, hyun ju
Department of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate school of Education

Sungshin Woman's University

The purpose of the study was to examine not only adaption to child
care center of 2-years old or younger toddlers who entered the center
during the semester but also teachers’ strategies.

The research subjects were as follow:

Firstly, how can do early adaptation process of the newcomer toddlers
who entered child care center during the semester?

Secondly, what factors can make the toddlers have difficulties to adapt
them to child care center?

Thirdly, what strategies do teachers have to help the toddlers adapt to

child care center?



The subject was three newcomer toddlers entering child care center
during the semester and their mothers and two of class teachers. The
cultural and scientific way was used. The author watched and
investigated the toddlers, mothers and class teachers during 30 weeks
from August 2, 2010 to February 25, 2011. The depth interview was
used. The author made categories of the material collected according to
stages of early adaptation program.

The findings were as follow:

The newcomer toddlers could experience a part of daily work by each
stage that was divided into two, that is to say, afternoon process and
morning process. The toddlers spent time with guardians at the first
stage as well as the second stage that was ’'afternoon adaptation time’,
so that they could learn child care center environment, and they
extended physical distance with the guardians gradually at time elapse
and started to have affection toward the teachers. The toddlers could
lower uneasiness with help of teachers at the 3rd and 4th stage to enjoy
plays and to adapt them to playing with peers, taking lunch and taking
a nap, and the teachers could cognize dietary habit and sleeping habit of
each toddler. At the 5th and 6th stage that the toddlers adapted them to
all-the—-day class, they left guardians smoothly and talked with peers
actively and invited peers as well as teachers to their plays to interact
each other actively. At the 5th stage that all-the-day class time was
flexibly used considering characteristics of each toddler, a toddler named

Minkyu who had a problems with relations with peers was given



modeling and praise depending upon situation to improve relations with
peers: Finally, Minkyu started to accept a teacher’'s advice and showed

social behavior.

The toddlers had difficulties at adapting them to child care center in
the beginning because of birth of their younger brother or sister,
memory of maladaptation caused by sensitive and acute character, and
changes of the peers. When a mother asked child care center to take
care of her toddler because of pregnancy, birth of baby and other rearing
burden, the toddlers felt uneasy to confirm affection toward mother as
well as supports from mother and they consciously rejected adaptation to
child care center. When a toddler could not adapt him or her to child
care center because of acute character, he or she expected of separation
from mother to give sensitive reaction and to have difficulties at
adapting him or her to child care center. When a peer having good
friendship left child care center, toddlers who adapted to the center well
in the beginning did not want to attend the center and could not
concentrate on plays that was not results but process of adaptation to
the center: The phenomenon gave implications of the values of peers to

let toddlers adapt to the center in stable way.

The teachers helped toddlers at the beginning to do, for instance,
afternoon sleep, watching with smile from distance place, making friend,
full supports, and supporters with peers.

The afternoon sleep could protect toddlers’ lives at child care center

and helped newcomer toddlers meet peers. The teachers could watch



newcomer toddlers intensively to consider characteristics and inclination
of each toddler and to let toddlers have affection toward teachers and to
separate toddlers from parents smoothly. The teachers made toddlers
watch either mother or other fosterer with comfortable mind while
keeping a distance to let toddlers adapt to physical environment of child
care center smoothly. The teachers playes a role of friend and support to
help toddlers who had not friendly relations with peers, and to toddlers
join plays and to have pleasure while playing games and to Kkeep
adaptation. The teachers fully supported toddlers to give comfortable
mind. The teachers cognized uneasiness of the toddlers who were
separated from fosterer, and played a role of safe guard to understands
and accept toddlers’ uneasy and uncomfortable behavior, and waited until

toddlers could adapt them to child care center.
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