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ABSTRACT

A Comparative Study on Piano Materials for Beginners
Focusing on [Bayer Sky Bicycle; and TPiano

Academia

Hye Jung, Hong
Department of Music
Instrumental Music Major
Graduate school of

Sungshin University

In line with the recently improved livelihoods and increased leisure time
of citizens, music is accordingly gaining a growing attention. Among other
musical instruments, piano i1s well-known as an easily accessible and
popular entry-tool to the music world, the fact of which naturally raised
the importance of piano education. Accordingly, a kaleidoscope of musical
repertoire and materials to fulfill learners’ musical interest are under
development, and what i1s significantly important at this point is choosing
the right and proper material among the mass production of introductory
material materials from various publishers.

This paper aims to contribute to the development of piano materials that
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capture the zeitgeist, and to help choosing a proper material as well as
maximizing its educational effectiveness. This research compared F[Bayer
Sky Bicycley , an introductory piano material to Piano Academiay , a
comprehensive interdisciplinary material which is tailored to the current
educational trend, and then compared the contents, differences, and
characteristics between the two. Based on the study, the findings were as
follows:

The structure and content of [Bayer Sky Bicycley was overall
well-organized and simple, and characters among other illustrations enabled
underage children to continue learning without losing interest in music.
The book’s tutorial sought learning through repetition by practicing finger
techniques to enhance musical literacy, which led to stronger basic piano
skills. However, learners might have found it tedious to repeat similar
types of music over and over again. While the book’s instruction took
various measures to teach dynamics, techniques, and duet performance
among others, it lacked other content such as pedal usage, improvising,
and enhancing musicality.

Piano  Academiay indeed deserved the sobriquet “comprehensive
interdisciplinary material” for comprising an amalgam of various fields of
art. Learners could enjoy a piece of music via visually feeling colors by
looking at famous paintings while listening, and they could even practice
improvisation. It also provided a tutorial where learners listened to music
from a compact disc first, and then performed duet with the
accompaniment of the disc. Another was learning an English song and

making gestures and body movements with the flow of the rhythm to
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develop sensory learning skills. In addition, technique games enabled
underage children to learn techniques and musical terms with ease.
However, the book eventually contained too much content to learn, and
having to immediately move the hand position right after the first staff
practice to move on to the second song often threw those first-time
learners into confusion.

This research will help instructors in the education field to equip
themselves with discernment skills, in the sense of choosing the right
introductory material tailored to each learner's taste in order to enable
students to practice music without getting bored or losing interest. While
various piano materials have been published in response to the demand of
the rapidly changing society as well as the educational landscape, the
comprehensive interdisciplinary material space for piano is merely taking
its early steps, and perhaps there needs more interaction between music
and other fields. Through this study, I could feel there should be
continuous research and development of comprehensive interdisciplinary
textbooks in order for learners to advance their creative musical thinking
skills.

I anticipate this research be of help to music teachers’ material selection,
as well as to contribute to music educationalists’ material development in

the years to come.
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